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About Australian Community Futures Planning 
 

ACFP was founded in March 2020 for the purpose of encouraging greater participation by Australians 
in planning their own future as a nation within a 21st century democracy. It is an independent centre 
of excellence in national community futures planning, providing an organising framework that can 
enable any and all Australians to increase the chances of improving our entire quality of life ς our 
society, our environment, our economy and our democratic governance.  
 
Australian Community Futures Planning has no affiliation with any political party inside or outside 
Australia. It receives neither political party nor other funding.  All output from ACFP is produced by in-
kind contributions of volunteers. 
 
From 2020 until at least 2023 ACFP will be in start-up phase, pursuing a range of alliances with willing 
Australians, including participants in local government, the progressive media, open-minded 
progressive activist community associations, relevant university institutions, specialist centres of 
excellence, think tanks, peak environmental groups, scientists, economists, Indigenous and human 
rights advocates, and statisticians.     
  
!/CtΩǎ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǎ 5Ǌ .Ǌƻƴǿȅƴ YŜƭƭȅΦ Dr Kelly is the Principal author of this End of Term Report on the 
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For more information on Australian Community Futures Planning visit 
https://www.austcfp.com.au/  
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Data and other commentary in this publication may not be reproduced without full attribution of ACFP and the Principal, 
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Note ς Disclaimer 
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Australia Together has no statutory force  
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Overview ς Are we progressing towards a better Australia? 

A central question for Australia 
 
In 2022, the vast majority of Australians will not be aware of attempts to answer this question: Are 
we progressing towards a better Australia? Most will not be aware that a new systematic process 
has been established to enable them to ask and answer the question using factual detail assembled 
in a single, fully accessible location outside the distorting lens of politics.   
 
In the internet age, a wide variety of surveys and research projects have been established which 
attempt in disparate fashion to answer small parts of the question, and the community has been given 
free and open access to most of these. But until now, in Australia at least, no attempt has been made 
to address the full question in detail, in one place, using a coherent measurement framework. We 
have lots of little surveys of progress that look backward in time and record how we have changed on 
many isolated parameters. But we have nothing coherent that looks forward ς nothing that looks at 
the directions in which we are headed and nothing that sheds light on whether the directions we are 
taking are really the ones we might prefer, were we to be given reasons and a chance to choose a 
different path.  
 
It is probable that the question of whether we are travelling to a better future has not been asked, let 
alone answered, because Australia has not yet arrived at an acknowledged description of what a better 
Australia might look like. We have not articulated an agreed, preferred destination for the nation. We 
have not come together to describe where we want to go. In the absence of that shared sense of an 
ideal destination ς some might call it a common and meaningful purpose ς it is not possible to assess the 
wisdom of the directions in which we are headed, let alone choose different ones, should we so please. 
 
Fortunately though, some of those same surveys and research programs that have been made public 
in the last twenty years have described not just the features of our present state, but many of the 
features of an ideal future, the one we might aspire to if we were given the chance to let our 
imaginations run free. There have been some spaces where we have been asked to imagine the best 

Are we progressing towards a better Australia? 
If Australians agree that the draft Vision for Australia Together 
describes the better Australia we might aspire to for ourselves 

and future generations, the answer to the above question in 2022 
must be  

No, we are not progressing towards a better Australia,  
we are travelling away from that preferred destination.  

But we do have the means of reversing our current course of 
travel and we have full capacity to switch to safer paths ς paths by 
which we the people can make the Vision for Australia Together 
a reality, providing a place of wellbeing and security for everyone. 
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future, including but not limited to the community engagement programs of Australia reMADE and 
countless local government area engagement processes for long term community futures planning. 
These have provided the pieces of a picture that we can assemble of a future in which everyone can 
find a space to live their life as they determine to be meaningful and fulfilling.  
 
And when these pieces are assembled what becomes apparent is that, when it comes to the future, 
Australians ς regardless of any political, cultural, economic and ideological differences ς are 
άǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊέ1 in their aspirations. We all want the same things for our kids, nieces, nephews, 
and anyone dear to us who is born next in our communities. We all want wellbeing and security and 
the same opportunities to attain those fundamental conditions.  We may disagree about what we 
want in the present. But we tend not to disagree about what we want as an ideal for the longer term. 
 
Because politics focusses on the shorter term, it mires Australians in disagreement and stalls 
progress. But an integrated National Planning & Reporting framework that takes a certain future as 
a preferred destination ς a home we might all wish to share in time ς has now made it possible for 
Australians suddenly to come together in the common cause of making a well understood, particular 
type of better Australia. Research by Australian Community Futures Planning (ACFP) has 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ άōŜǘǘŜǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀέ ƛǎ likely to be imagined as: 
 

¶ socially inclusive, equitable and intelligent,  

¶ environmentally sustainable,  

¶ economically fair and resilient, and  

¶ democratically open and ethical.   
 
This in turn has enabled ACFP to assemble a draft Vision for Australia Together 
for consideration by Australians and a planning framework to help make it a 
reality. And with that in hand, Australians can now begin to check whether it is 
indeed where we want to go and to monitor whether we are moving towards 
or away from the destination it describes. The chief advantage of this National 
Integrated Planning & Reporting process is that it gives us the chance to set 
safe courses of travel to our preferred destination in the future much earlier than we otherwise 
might. It means we can identify where we are straying from the preferred paths and reset our 
course before we do too much damage and waste too much money. 
 
The advance knowledge provided by a serious attempt to answer the question of whether we are 
headed to a place of wellbeing and security for all, also provides us with the wherewithal to build a 
much more resilient and self-reliant Australia ς one capable of averting the crises we can prevent 
and withstanding the impact of the global crises we cannot prevent.   
 

About this report  
 
This is an End of Term Report against the aims of the draft Vision and Directions of Australia 
Together during the 46th parliament of Australia and over the last ten to twenty years. It contains 
some hard reading about how we are not prepared for the future and how seriously we have strayed 
from safe paths towards what should be the minimum level of wellbeing and security for a 21st 
century, wealthy, democratic nation. It is a confronting report. But it is a timely and essential wake-
up call and is designed to help Australians understand more about: 
 

¶ our weaknesses as a nation,  

 
1 !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ wŜa!59Σ άCreating the Best Version of UsέΣ ǇŀƎŜ м. 

https://www.austcfp.com.au/national-integrated-planning-and-reporting
https://www.austcfp.com.au/national-integrated-planning-and-reporting
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ae6de517c932736b15f2cc7/t/5d19820030892a00018fc9c3/1561952803851/FINAL+VISION+-+A5+-+28_6_2019+-+web.pdf
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¶ what we are doing well and not well, 

¶ what we need to change if we want to make the Vision for Australia Together a reality, and 

¶ what strengths we will need to capitalise on. 
 
Australian Community Futures Planning began working with 
Australians to help them build a plan for a better Australia in 
March 2020. As a centre of excellence in National IP&R, ACFP: 
 

¶ developed the tools Australians will need to build the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ long term community futures plan, 
Australia Together, and the processes they can use to 
monitor it; 

 

¶ devised a structure for an integrated long term national 
plan that will be easy to follow ς a map of the safe 
paths to the preferred destination in the future and a 
signpost system to select Strategies that take us in the 
preferred Directions; 
 

¶ conducted the research to assemble the first draft 
Vision for Australia Together; and  
 

¶ assembled the data to help everyone monitor whether 
we have followed the Directions and whether we need 
to change course. This assembled data is an ongoing 
project ς the Australia Together National Wellbeing 
Index.  

 
This Report constitutes the first report against the Indicators, 
Targets and Strategies housed in the Index. It builds a forward-
looking, outward-looking picture of: 
 

¶ us ς we the people of Australia ς as a nation, 

¶ our land and home,  

¶ our relationships with each other and the world,  

¶ our prospects, and  

¶ our dreams.  
 
The Report also: 
 

¶ looks back over how we have progressed in relation to critical Indicators of a better nation 
during the life of the 46th parliament of Australia; 

¶ looks back further where data are available to paint a picture of our capacity, strengths and 
weaknesses over the last 10 to 20 years; 

¶ sums up where we are and how healthy and resilient our nation is now and how far away we 
are from where we would prefer to be; and  

¶ sums up the biggest challenges ς things we would be well advised to solve in the decade to 
2030 if we expect to arrive safely in 2050 with an acceptable degree of wellbeing and security.  

 
ACFP trusts that this Report, confronting though it is, will arm Australians with much of the 
knowledge they need to chart a safe course to their preferred future.   
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Status of reporting capacity of the Australia Together National Wellbeing Index 
 
The Australia Together National Wellbeing Index enables Australians to answer questions about 
whether and where we may be moving towards a better future. It is the largest set of assembled 
data for this specific purpose that is available to Australians today. The Index is being built 
progressively and is currently estimated to be about 65% complete. It contains 265 Indicators of 
progress complete with baseline data showing our position in 2022 in relation to 165 Targets and 
100 Strategies for making the Vision for Australia Together a reality. More Indicators will be added 
during future parliamentary terms.  
 
The Index is designed to enable us to monitor our direction of travel towards or away from the draft 
Vision for Australia Together. This Vision is currently made up of: 
 

¶ 17 Vision elements ς draft statements about the sort of life we wish to be able to lead and 
the country we wish to live in by 2050 (see Introduction below for the full Vision); and 

¶ 57 draft Direction statements of the safe routes toward that Vision, including Directions for 
our society, environment, economy and governance. Click here for the full wording of the 
Directions. 

 
The current status of the Australia Together National Wellbeing Index allows us to monitor: 
 

¶ all 17 elements of the Vision, and 

¶ 42 of the 57 Directions. 
 
The remaining 15 Directions will be reported on in the next End of Term Report. 
 
This Report covers how well we have travelled as a nation during the term of the 46th parliament of 
Australia and, where data are available, over the longer term of the last ten to twenty years.  
 
For ease of reading, ACFP has used colour and direction signs to display results: 
 

¶ Red and red arrows pointing left É denote negative progress.  

¶ Green and green arrows pointing right Ê denote positive progress. 

¶ Orange and split arrows in both directions É/Ê denote mixed results, heavily qualified 

results, stagnation, or absence of data. 

Overview of Results  
 
For all our wealth, privilege, resources and capacity, almost nothing has got better in our national 
life during the 46th parliament and over the longer term of the last ten to twenty years.  
 

¶ On balance, we have moved away from rather than towards 15 of the 17 Vision elements. 

¶ Progress on the remaining two Vision elements has been stagnant ς neither towards nor 
away from the Vision, on balance.  

¶ In relation to the 42 Directions monitored, on balance: 
o In only 2 cases have we moved in accordance with the safe direction of travel.  
o In 4 cases we have moved in accordance with the safe direction but too slowly or 

indecisively. 
o In 4 cases, evidence is mixed and progress is stagnant. 
o In 32 cases we have moved contrary to the safe Direction of travel. 

 

https://www.austcfp.com.au/_files/ugd/2b062e_4e23a221519d458daec33e83a3f0a22a.pdf
https://www.austcfp.com.au/_files/ugd/2b062e_4e23a221519d458daec33e83a3f0a22a.pdf
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The Draft Vision for Australia Together 
.ȅ нлрл Χ 

Are we moving closer to 
the preferred Vision or in 

the reverse Direction? 

We are safe É 
We are reconciled with and celebrate our First Nations peoples and their 
cultures É 
Everyone is welcome to participate positively in community life É 
We are inspired and able to renew our physical and spiritual wellbeing É 
We act together as a compassionate society É 
Equality is valued as enriching human community, cultural harmony and 
social progress É 
Diversity is positively appreciated as a basis for a successful society É/Ê 
Everyone can realise their full potential in life, as individuals, members of a 
family and citizens through unlimited opportunities in education and 
employment of choice 

É 

Vital services are fully accessible É 
Scarce resources are conserved and fairly shared É 
National wealth is fairly shared É 
Our economy is sustainable and supports rewarding opportunities and 
continuous improvements in living standards for everyone É 
As a nation we have the courage to take a leading place in achieving the 
environmental aims of a global society É 
Stewardship of ecology is affirmed as fundamental to planetary and human 
survival É 
Strong democracy is assured by a well informed and engaged community É/Ê 
We are confident our leaders will reflect thoughtfully on our views and best 
interests when making decisions for our future É 
We take pride in Australia as a responsible international citizen, active in 
building a safer, more peaceful and united world É 

 

Consolidated results ς Are we travelling towards the Vision via the safe Directions? 

Quadrant 
On balance yes 

On balance yes  
but indecisively 

Evidence is mixed, 
progress is stagnant 

On balance no 

Ê É/Ê É/Ê É 

Society 1 2 2 10 

Environment 0 1 1 6 

Economy 0 0 0 6 

Governance 1 1 1 10 

Total  2 4 4 32 
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Summary of performance during the 46th parliament 
 

Taking in the results on the direction of movement in relation to the 265 indicators in the Index: 

 

Ê During the 46th parliament, negative performance (travelling contrary to the preferred 
Direction) outweighed positive performance by a factor of 255%.  

Ê In all quadrants, negative performance outweighed positive performance.  

Ê The worst performance by far was in the Environment quadrant, although only a relatively 
small number of Indicators were monitored in that quadrant.  

Ê The second worst performance was in the Economy quadrant, where a relatively large 
number of indicators were monitored and negative performance outweighed positive 
performance by a factor of 667% 

 

Summary of performance during the longer term 
 
Taking in the results on the direction of movement in relation to the 265 indicators in Index: 

 

Ê During the longer term, negative performance (travelling contrary to the preferred 
Direction) outweighed positive performance by a factor of 516%.  

Ê In all quadrants, negative performance significantly outweighed positive performance.  

Ê The worst performance by far was in the Economy quadrant, where a relatively large 
number of indicators were monitored and negative performance outweighed positive 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ рплл҈Φ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
economy has related to the predisposition of Australians towards the need to re-build 
equality and fairness.  

Ê The second worst performance by far was in the Environment quadrant, although only a 
relatively small number of Indicators were monitored in that quadrant.  

 

Key features of the worst areas of performance 
 
As a nation, Australia has, on balance, travelled:  
 

¶ away from the Vision,  

¶ contrary to the Directions, and  

¶ has done so in all four quadrants of the Index ς society, environment, economy and 
governance. 

 
The balance of the result is not a fine one. It is stark and has been heavily tilted towards the 
negative. And the data strongly indicate that the nation has been drifting solidly that way for more 
than a decade.  
 
Causes of the drift away from the Vision are complex but still quite easily discernible. Over the last 
ten to twenty years we have witnessed a range of graphic policy failures and attitudinal shifts that 
have weakened our cohesion as a nation, our confidence in our system of government and our 
preparedness for the future. Some important examples are summarised in the following section, not 
in any particular order. The combined effect of each of these as they have all come into play at once 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Australia Together. 
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Policies that did not take us where we want to go 
 

Neoliberalism 
 

¶ We have witnessed the failure of neoliberalism. It has not made out lives better: 
 

o Results on Indicators of economic 
performance ς all uniformly negative ς 
reflect a clear failure of neoliberal 
policies.  

o And results on progress towards the 
Vision tell us clearly that neoliberal 
policies of small government, light 
market regulation and 
encouragement of oligopolies have 
not taken us where we want to go ς 
not even near it.  

o On their own terms, adherents of 
neoliberalism may argue that they 
have achieved something good for the 
nation, by stripping back the 
government sector and giving free 
rein to our competitive άŀƴƛƳŀƭ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎέ on the assumption that a free 
market will operate more efficiently 
than a market in which the taxpayer-owned government sector plays a strong 
competitive role. They may argue economic success within that frame of reference.  

o However, ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΣ ǘƘŜ άŦǊŜŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ǳƴǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
sector has not operated more efficiently.  

o Moreover, experience during the bushfires of 2019/20 and floods of 2022 in eastern 
Australia, plus experience of differential treatment of Australians (eg., the ruthless 
treatment of casual workers, tertiary educators, art and cultural sector workers and 
aged carers compared to the squandering of billions in over-subsidising big business) 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, indicates that AustraliaΩǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘƛǎŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
sector has left us ill-prepared for the future and for global crises.  

o Results of our progress as a nation in the last two decades indicate unequivocally that 
the market arrangements pertaining under neoliberalism are not worth having.  

o Whatever Australia may have saved by funding a smaller government sector, it has lost 
many times over in returns that could have been realised through full competitive 
participation in our economy by the taxpayer owned government sector. Examples of 
lost returns and inequitable sharing of national wealth abound in this Report.  

 

Inequality 
 

¶ We have witnessed the growth of inequality and have recognised it as a cause of misery, 
which we are rejecting as a preferred feature of our future: 

 
o Income and wealth inequality have both steadily increased since the early 2000s. 
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o Wealth inequality has increased steeply.  

o This is coincident with and indeed is a direct cause of slowed growth in our economy 
since the Global Financial Crisis. Plainly, when too many people have too little to spend, 
the total size of the economy can only be adversely affected ς and it has been.  

o Inequality, at least in the form of Gini coefficient calculations, has not been measured 
by the ABS since 2017/18. However, regressive policies on taxation which were 
legislated in 2018 and 2019, and persistent flattening of wages since 2014, can only 
have had the effect of accelerating the growth of inequality.  

o Again, neoliberalism is a chief culprit, thriving as it does on inequality. Any policy setting 
which contributes to growth in inequality, including wealth, gender and racial 
inequality, has myriad consequences for everyone, not just the 
poor. Evidence in this report demonstrates that.  

o This Report has been unable to identify policies which would 
counteract the effect of the tax legislation and flattened wages 
on equality. Australia is 
no longer the land of 
the fair go for all.   

o What has been 
identified is that 
Australians strongly 
reject the growth of 
inequality. This is one 
of the few positive 
findings. Inequality is 
not something 
Australians want. The 
evidence is that they 
reject it and the cruelty 
that comes with it.   

 

Imposed poverty, exclusions from the welfare system, and structural settings preventing full 
employment 
 

¶ We have witnessed consignment of millions of Australians to deep poverty for lengthy 
periods and extended unemployment: 

 
o Poverty now excludes more than 3 million Australians from participation in our 

economy and realisation of their dreams to lead a fulfilling life. 

o Hounding of welfare recipients ς in some cases causing death, as in the case of the 
Robodebt scandal ς has marginalised and traumatised over 450,000 Australians, not 
counting those who have been cut off unfairly from welfare support while complying 
with the job placement system.    

o Private sector management of job placement services, and some Reserve Bank policies, 
are set more towards keeping people in unemployment than providing them with a job.  

o Contraction of the public sector has removed tens of thousands of job opportunities for 
meaningful work in areas that would grow the economy.  
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o The unemployment rate has dropped since the pandemic, largely due to slowed 
immigration. If immigration is restored to pre-pandemic levels we are likely to see a 
return to higher unemployment and a continuation of flattened wages for Australians.   

o In 2022 unemployment and 
underemployment are lower than they 
have been for some time and 
underutilisation (the combination of 
unemployment and under-
employment) has, mercifully, dropped 
from the annual average since 2010 of 
13.8%. But in February 2022 it was still 
high at 10.6% and this at a time when 
the cost of living was increasing sharply 
under price increases for fuel and other 
essentials due to the war in Ukraine.  

o During the 46th parliament an average 
of just over 1.2 million Australians were 
underemployed every month, meaning 
they could not get enough hours of 
work to meet their needs. Low wages 
exacerbated the problem.  

o Of those Australians deemed to be 
living in poverty between 2017 and 2019, almost 25% had a full time job, indicating that 
they are being paid so poorly that even full time employment is now not enough to 
shield over one million employed Australians from poverty, let alone their children. 

o Policy settings which embed poverty, as neoliberalism does, are entirely self-defeating 
from a budgetary perspective. Pressure on the health system, particularly mental 
health, only increases, bringing with it costs that could have been avoided.  

o It is notable that ABS surveys of the impacts of Covid-19 on households registered high 
or very high levels of psychological distress throughout the first two years of the 
pandemic ς over 20% for all Australians and 30% for young Australians aged 18 to 34 
years.2 This is significantly higher than in pre-pandemic surveys when it was around 
13%. 

o Australians are likely to consider the benefits of a social wage, particularly insofar as it 
can reduce gender inequality and promote genuine full employment. Click here for 
information on the benefits of a social wage for all adult Australians. 

 

Structured discrimination against women and LGBTIQ+ 
 

¶ We have witnessed inaction on gender equality, including a policy vacuum that is stopping 
women and LGBTIQ+ from participating in the economy as fully as they might and 
consigning many to domestic abuse.  

 
o wŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴce in achieving gender equality in 

areas including economic opportunity and participation, health and survival, and 
political empowerment has fallen dramatically over the last 2 decades. The only positive 
sign is that we retain the number 1 spot for levels of educational attainment. Overall, 

 
2 ABS Household Impacts of Covid-19 survey, June 2021. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSy9UDF3MQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSy9UDF3MQA
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/people-and-communities/household-impacts-covid-19-survey/jun-2021
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between the years 2006 and 2021, Australia has dropped from rank No. 15 in the World 
9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ DŜƴŘŜǊ DŀǇ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǿ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ bƻΦ рлΦ There is no 
excuse for a wealthy developed country to fall so dramatically in global gender gap 
rankings. And yet other countries are leaping over Australia in closing the gap. 

o The gender pay gap in Australia, on 
some reports, appears to be closing 
ōǳǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǎƴŀƛƭΩǎ ǇŀŎŜΦ In 2021, the 
Australian Government Workplace 
Gender Equality Agency reported that, 
ά¢ƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ǉŀȅ ƎŀǇ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
24.7 per cent to 20.1 per cent and at 
this rate of change will take another 26 
years for the full-time gender pay gap 
ŦƻǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜƳǳƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜΦέ Other 
data from the ABS does not provide 
confidence that the pay gap is closing.  

o In 2017/18 the median male 
superannuation balance ($183,000) 
was 54% higher than the median 
female superannuation balance 
($118,556).  

o All manner of stalling tactics have been 
in play to prevent closure of the gender gap. Despite a legislative framework which 
prohibits gender discrimination, no notable action has been taken to lift the prospects 
and circumstances of women and LGBTI+ in the past ten years. The single exception is 
legislation permitting same sex marriage, a reform itself stalled for more than a decade 
by government inaction and outright resistance to the will of the majority of 
Australians.  

o Attempts to remove access to institutional benefits for LGBTIQ+, have emerged anew 
during the 46th parliament in the form of religious discrimination bills, although these 
have recently been withdrawn.  

o In its legislative agenda the government has sidelined genuine reforms that are far more 
urgent for Australians in favour of legislation benefitting religious groups who are the 
only groups who have rights enshrined already under the Constitution. The government 
could have prioritised workplace laws benefitting women and LGBTIQ+ but chose policy 
directions that continue structural discrimination on religious grounds. 
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o The policy vacuum was so evident that in the end women themselves stepped up to 
propose an agenda. In 2021 and 2022, Australia witnessed a surge in calls for safety, 
respect and equity for women and girls throughout their lives ς in the workplace, in 
schools, in all other public places and in the home. The call went out to women from 
survivors of sexual abuse including but not limited to Grace Tame and Brittany Higgins. 
They added to the calls from women of colour, disability, and genderqueer women that 
had been growing over previous decades. The essence of the call for safety, respect and 
equity was specific in the following terms:  

Á Create free and accessible early childhood education and care. 
Á Expand paid parental leave. 
Á Act on the national plan for first Nations women and girls. 
Á Deliver strong and consistent child sexual assault laws. 
Á Insist employers step up to prevent sexual harassment and bullying. 
Á 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ мл ŘŀȅǎΩ ǇŀƛŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƭŜŀǾŜΦ 
Á Support laws to get rid of the gender pay gap. 

o Any government looking for an agenda to promote equality in Australia could start 
here. If they added introduction of a social wage to the mix, the speed with which we 
would see the above agenda fulfilled would be likely to overcome structural 
discrimination within five years, all to the benefit of the Australian economy and our 
quality of life.  And if that agenda were overarched by a new Accord between 
Australians and their parliaments on Wealth, Welfare and Wellbeing, Australia would 
ǎƪȅǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ Ǌŀƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ CƻǊǳƳΩǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ DŜƴŘŜǊ DŀǇ LƴŘŜȄΦ 
Click here for information on the benefits of a new Accord on Wealth, Welfare and 
Wellbeing.    
 

Dismantling of public education 
 

¶ We have witnessed large scale attacks on our education system, potentially crippling our 
productivity and thereby setting the economy on a path of decline. This runs absolutely 
counter to the Vision for Australia Together: 

 
o Funding cuts to education have been quietly 

embedded in federal budgets since 2014. And 
the last two Intergenerational Reports (2015 
and 2021) have shamelessly disclosed an 
intention to cut federal budget education 
funding as a proportion of GDP by 40% by 
2061.  

o During the Covid-19 pandemic, the federal 
government refused to support the tertiary 
education sector leading to the loss of 40,000 
jobs (35,000 in universities and 5,000 in 
vocational education).  

o De-skilling of Australians is being embedded 
from school age. Scores for educational 
attainment have been dropping for almost 
twenty years.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVU9Gg408nI&t=43s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVU9Gg408nI&t=43s
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o Successive federal governments have also built gross inequality into the system by a 
failure to implement the Gonski reforms.   

o In 2021, bilateral school funding agreements between the Commonwealth and state 
governments were set such that public schools in all states except the ACT would only 
ever be funded at 91% of their Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) ς leading to a 
cumulative under-funding to 2029 for government schools estimated at $60 billion ς 
while special deals for private schools by the Morrison Government and continuing 
over-funding by several state governments would ensure that private schools would be 
funded at over 100% of their SRS until at least 2029. The cumulative over-funding of 
private schools to 2029 is estimated at $6 billion.  

o Between 2009-10 and 2018-19, private school funding increased by $2,164 per student, 
adjusted for inflation, compared to $334 per student for public schools and funding per 
private school student increased by 22.4%, nearly ten times the increase of only 2.4% 
for public schools. 

o The growth in private schooling has long been accompanied by declining overall levels 
of student achievement.  

o Attacks on the tertiary education system by the federal government are economically 
contractionary, not just insofar as the refusal to support the sector during the pandemic 
has impacted our overseas trade in education services for years to come, but also 
insofar as the failure to provide free lifelong education, as several other countries do, 
reduces our productivity and therefore our competitiveness. The impact of increasing 
fees for tertiary education, to the point where it is now unaffordable for most, is 
coincident with a steep trend of Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ since 2000.   

 

Disregard of the environment and biodiversity 
 

¶ We have witnessed the decimation of much of our natural 
environment and biodiversity. Stewardship of ecology has 
not been a priority policy but this is changing: 

 
o Losses of biodiversity have accelerated in the 21st 

century. Inland river fish kills and bleaching of the Great 
Barrier reef are two of the most obvious examples.   

o Fraud or corruption in trading of water in regional 
Australia, along with poor planning for integrated 
ecosystem management, has brought on several crises 
for biodiversity and the sustainability of regions.  

o Again, policies on regional development which have 
often disregarded the environment, combined with 
underfunding of services in rural and remote areas, have 
not taken Australia where we want to go.  

o Policies on climate change, which have been set towards 
denial and inaction, have all but sealed the fate of 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
brink of collapse. In2020, a Review of the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act noted that 
ά!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
an overall state of decline and are under increasing 
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ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘǊŀƧŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǳƴǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜΦέ Mining and fossil fuel 
extractors are accelerating the ecocide.   

o Fortunately, rural and regional farming communities are beginning to realise the 
essential value of environmental sustainability and maintenance of the widest possible 
biodiversity. If these communities can secure policy changes which over-ride the 
nŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŎŀǊŎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ς water ς the nation may 
yet steer its way back on course to the Vision for Australia Together.  

 

Climate policy intransigence and support of fossil fuels 
 

¶ We have witnessed the failure of our policies on climate change. It has blighted our land, 
our lives and livelihoods, and our reputation as a decent international citizen:  

 
o !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻƴ 

climate policy and 
cooperation is nothing 
short of appalling. We 
have progressively 
tumbled down in the 
rankings of the 
international Climate 
Change Performance 
Index until we have 
reached the bottom of 
the list of 64 
participating countries. 
And we are hurting no-
one as much as 
ourselves in the process 
by persistent unethical 
and uncooperative 
behaviour on the 
international stage.  

o Inaction in transition of our fossil fuel based economy to one based on renewable 
energy will cost Australia a minimum of $584 billion over the decade to 2030 and $762 
billion by 2050, according to Melbourne University3. Almost all of that loss is still 
avoidable if we reverse policy direction on climate change and commit to reaching net 
zero carbon emissions without exceeding a fair budget of emissions όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
case is likely to be no more than 3.5 billion tonnes of carbon equivalents4). 

o But instead we have a policy orientation which is tailored to aggravating the losses by 
embedding more inaction. Australia was treated to a ƴŜǿ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ 
and Adaptation Strategy 2021 ς нлнрέΦ .ǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
for droughts (note, not floods or fires), it did little more than establish a reinsurance 
pool for climate change damage. Because it included no actions whatsoever to mitigate 
or prevent climate change (and because current mitigation strategies elsewhere are 

 
3 See Chapter 12, Issue No. 16 ς Climate policy failure and Chapter 8, Environment 1 ς Environmental 
advocacy. 
4 See ACFP, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǘ ǎǘŀƪŜ ŀǘ /ht нсΚ Everything! for further information on fair and reasonable carbon 
budgets for Australia.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-exuQBnuFw&t=124s
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insufficient to reduce heating), the new adaptation strategy proactively set up 
Australians and the insurance industry to incur massive and otherwise avoidable 
financial losses, and then use taxpayer funding, not to protect Australians but to bail out 
private insurers (by reinsuring them) for losses that should be prevented rather than 
courted. The Strategy increases the chances and magnitude of future loss by insurers 
but promises that taxpayers will cover their loss. It is a strategy to ensure private 
financiers will make money out of the misery of Australians.  

o Climate policy in Australia is the epitome of irresponsibility and the largest scale of 
greed we have seen in Australia at least since the British government declared 
ownership of the entire eastern half of the Australia continent in 17885.  

o The Paris Agreement of 2015 in which we agreed to use all endeavours to cap global 
heating to between 1.5o and 2o Celsius represents the one time in human history that 
every nation in the world has come to agreement about what must be done to save 
humankind and committed to acting as a coherent international community.  And yet 
Australia has walked away from every sworn commitment, even though it is so 
obviously and wholly in our interest to stick to the agreement and even though we have 
the capacity.  

o This failure of leadership and integrity is forcing Australians to contemplate the 
prospect of forsaking every single aspiration we may have for our children. On top of 
the destruction of our magnificent country and biodiversity, !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŎŀƭŎƛǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ 
climate change piles up mental health problems of anxiety and depression on 
unprecedented scale. Australians sense there is an existential tragedy unfolding and the 
knowledge that it will lead to a blighted future is a serious health consideration today.  

 
5 See Henry Reynolds, Truth Telling, NewSouth Publishing, 2021, Chapter 7 ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ !ǊǘƘǳǊ tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ 
proclamation on 7 February 1788 in which he asserted British sovereignty over the eastern half of the 
continent, an appropriation which was taken for granted until the Mabo decision of the High Court in 1992, 
the ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǿŀǎ ƛƴŜǎŎŀǇŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  



24 
  

 

Disregard of accountability and tolerance of corruption 
 

¶ We have witnessed a descent into state corruption particularly, but not solely, at the 
federal level of government. The evidence is that this is not what we want: 

 
o Australians on survey and in commentary have observed a growth in corruption 

particularly within the federal government.  

o Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ нлнмΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ 
Perceptions Index dropped by 12 points to reach its lowest point since the start of the 
Index.   

o Prior to the pandemic, a significant majority of Australians distrusted government more 
than we trusted it. This applied particularly to federal governments ς both Labor and 
Liberal/National. 

o Throughout the last decade the only institution we have trusted less than the federal 
government is the media, particularly the Murdoch media.  

o Since the pandemic it has been a slightly different story. We have begun to trust 
governments more, at least temporarily, but the trust seems to arise from a recognition 
that government, rather than the private sector, is by far the more reliable supporter of 
our health and safety. In other words, it arises from a recognition of the failure of 
neoliberalism. 

o Beyond that there is very little evidence that we trust our governments to behave 
ethically and still less that we trust them to take future generations into account.  
 

While state governments who have sold 
public assets for far less than they are 
worth are clearly sinking into actions 
contrary to the public interest (i.e., 
corrupt), the federal level of government 
is the most problematic at present. 
Ministerial codes of conduct are too loose 
and are unenforceable. Ethical standards 
and behaviour are openly declining in 
federal parliament and the government 
has stonewalled for years on its 
commitment to legislate a federal 
corruption and integrity commission. The 
federal parliament (with the concurrence 
of the Labor Party) has even refused to 
introduce a binding code of conduct for 
parliamentarians.  

 
o Amid this culture of unaccountability, Australians have been forced to support an 

economy based on fossil fuels at the expense of far more productive structures for a 
modern economy. Policy Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƪŜǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛǾŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ towards support 
of industries currently providing no new jobs and away from industries that will provide 
vast numbers of jobs, namely public health, welfare, education, housing, conservation and 
land care, renewable energy, buildings efficiency and transport.  Australia has become a 
victim of state capture.  
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Hawkish foreign policy 
 

¶ We have witnessed the rise of a pugnacious thirst for war, which by and large is not the 
preference of Australians and for which we are entirely ill-prepared: 

 
o At the national level of our governance, there has been a rise in war mongering.  

o This is of particular concern 
given the Defence 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ 
inability to establish a 
procurement program in the 
last few years that is any 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ άǎƘŀƳōƭŜǎέΣ 
wasting billions of dollars on 
substandard equipment and 
failing contracts in what is 
ƴƻǿ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŘƛǎƎǊŀŎŜέ6.  

o Australia now holds a policy 
aspiration to become one of 
the ten largest weapons 
exporters in the world and 
has established a new entity 
within the Defence 
Department which 
effectively acts to smooth 
business transactions and 
profits for private sector 
arms dealers, including to 
countries with an extremely 
poor record in military 
incursions on other states, such as Saudi Arabia.   

o In a critical failure, Australia has downgraded its capability in diplomacy and is now 
pursuing an approach to foreign relations in which strategies for defence and diplomacy 
are set to disable strategies for security, independence, sovereignty, growth in national 
resilience, and peace.   

o We have allowed the Australian Strategic Policy Institute to be funded by foreign owned 
arms dealers, which has resulted in a considerable increase in aggressive, hawkish 
postures. Even the Australian War Memorial has become a promotional billboard for 
weapons manufacturers rather than a place of reverence for those lost in war. It is no 
longer possible to assume that foreign policy in Australia is being developed 
independently.  

o With the establishment of AUKUS, defence and foreign relations policy is being set in 
full disregard of the new geopolitical realities of the 21st century in our region ς namely 
the inevitable rise of Asia. It is being set on a futile and economically self-defeating 
course of containment of a rising power.  

 
6 {ŜŜ aŀŎƪ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ άUkraine highlights our defence procurement shamblesέΣ tŜŀǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ LǊǊƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ мм aŀǊŎƘ нлнн. 

https://johnmenadue.com/ukraine-highlights-our-defence-procurement-shambles/
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o In this context, !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ 
current arrangements with the 
US as an ally are increasing our 
exposure as a potential target for 
aggression, given that we have 
located American military, 
intelligence, surveillance and 
command installations on our 
soil. The potential for Australia 
to become a first strike target or 
a proxy target for the US is 
increasing with the new AUKUS 
partnership. AUKUS introduces 
the possibility that nuclear 
powered submarines will be 
based in Australia. While it is not 
currently envisaged that these 
submarines will be nuclear 
armed, the fact remains that 
nuclear reactors will shelter in 
Australia and they therefore 
constitute a nuclear target. This 
significantly and perhaps 
catastrophically endangers 
Australia.   

o Australia is in desperate need of 
a foreign policy and posture 
review. In this regard there is a 
need to involve Australians openly in processes for determining a new framework for 
decisions on our strategic interests and defence. Respectful engagement with 
!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ strategic interests and the principles for 
decision making on security issues, remains a concept that is not comprehended by key 
security policy makers. This pertains despite the fact that Australians are entirely 
capable of determining what is in the best interests of their nation and, within a fully 
open process, are best placed to develop principles and instructions for government on 
how decisions of national security may be made, including those decisions which 
commit Australia to wars. 

o Australians have witnessed a serious deterioration in our relationship with our largest 
trading partner, China, a nation which is a mainstay of our future prosperity and 
security. Recent surveys indicate that while the longer term trend of our attitudes 
towards China has been negative ς no doubt inflamed by anti-China rhetoric among 
Western countries attempting to contain its rise and the rise of Asia ς Australians 
continue to support neutral postures on China. Indications are that promotion of 
άŘǊǳƳǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊέ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Australians.  

o Policy development dominated by the military industrial complex is not taking Australia 
towards becoming a nation assured of enduring peace, as per the Direction for Peace 
and Security in Australia Together. It is shifting us to become a nation assured of 
enduring war.    
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Secrecy and sacrifice of human rights 
 

¶ We are witnessing the rise of the secret 
state and the demise of our human rights: 

 
o In the last two decades Australia has 

moved closer towards autocracy. The 
authoritarianism we fear and criticise in 
non-democracies such as China has been 
on the rise in Australia itself ever since 
the September 11 attacks on the United 
States in 2001. Those attacks ushered in 
a massive overhaul of national security 
legislation which has resulted in 
significant loss of rights and freedoms 
for Australians.  

o Under these legislative and other 
administrative changes, we have 
experienced reductions in freedom of 
the press, alongside a failure to protect 
democratic discourse from 
misinformation, fake news and hate 
speech. Attacks on the press have been 
particularly fearsome and quite effective 
in dampening free speech. Intimidation 
of whistleblowers has also become a 
particular concern.  

o Security legislation has involved the use 
of excessive secrecy. Effectively, there is 
now no mechanism by which Australians 
can be advised when the government is 
secretly acting contrary to the public 
interest in relation to security. 

o Added to this is the problem that 
lobbyists have free rein to enter 
parliament and promote their sectional 
interests without accountability. Our 
democracy is near to fully hostage to 
them. Lobby groups and rich individuals 
are allowed to buy elections. And yet the 
Coalition government attempted to 
introduce legislation in 2018 which 
would restrict small donations by 
householders to activist groups like 
GetUp and charities like the Climate 
Council. All the legislative actions of 
Coalition governments since 2014 have 
been aimed at capping the small 
donations of the many, not the massive 
donations of the few. 
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o There is an urgent need for a Royal Commission into national security legislation and its 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƪŜȅ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΦ 

o In other infringements of rights, Australians have experienced: 

Á unlawful removal of the presumption of innocence until guilt is proven for 
recipients of welfare and a foisting of the onus of proof onto those recipients 
(Robodebt);  

Á concentration of power in one minister, rather than the courts, as to who shall be 
allowed to stay in Australia and who shall not; 

Á forced deportation of Indigenous Australians who have committed a crime and 
served their time or who have not committed a crime and have even served in the 
national forces but who may not be able to prove citizenship; 

Á effective withdrawal from, or active violation of, human rights conventions to 
which we have been a signatory for decades (including violation of the rights of 
refugees, children and Indigenous Australians in being locked up without charge); 

Á repeal of the only decent laws made by Australia in relation to refugee rights in the 
21st century ς namely the Medevac legislation which was passed by the federal 
Parliament in late 2018 and repealed in late 2019; 

Á persistent and ultimately successful attempts to amend the Migration Act to allow 
detention of refugees indefinitely and often in appalling conditions; and 

Á ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǎǳōǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ς particularly the 
Human Rights Commissioner Gillian Triggs in retaliation by the Liberal National 
Party government for her decision to conduct an inquiry into children in 
immigration detention. 

o Australians are suffering this coordinated attack on their freedoms because we do not 
have a Bill of Rights in our Constitution and we remain the only democracy in the world 
without a national human rights framework.  

o Australians are entitled to a modern democratically built Constitution, one fit for a 21st 
century enlightened nation charting a safe course in an irretrievably globalised world. 
Until they get one, they will have a democracy in name only.  

 

Disregard of First Nations 
 

¶ We have witnessed a stinging refusal of a gracious and respectful request from First 
Nations to walk with them άin a movement of the Australian people for a better futureέΦ 

 
o The Uluru Statement from the Heart, released to Australians in 2017, after a National 

Constitutional Convention involving Indigenous peoples from all points of the southern 
sky, must be regarded as a potentially defining moment for Australia. Depending on our 
response to such a gracious statement ς one issued after more than two centuries of 
suffering of First Nations under colonisation and theft of their lands ς Australians may 
define themselves as decent or indecent. 

o Bearing in mind the ignominious circumstances of the nationΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ the name 
Australia, the Uluru Statement offers the chance of starting again and moving forward 
as a nation of integrity and unity.  

o Progress in response to the Uluru Statement during the 46th parliament has, however, 
been disappointing. 
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o With respect to efforts to close the gap in Indigenous health and wellbeing, there has 
been some progress. But Indigenous incarceration and suicide have risen and 
Indigenous children are still being removed from their families at increasing rates.  

o Disappointment is more marked in relation to the issue of constitutional recognition of 
First Nations. On this issue it must be said that Australia has taken a backward step. The 
debate on constitutional recognition has been moving away from consensus instead of 
towards it since 2017.  

o Prior to 2017 there was broad cross-party agreement about referendum proposals to 
remove sections 25 and 51(xxvi) of the Constitution, which currently permit 
discrimination on the basis of race in law-making. But once the 2017 Uluru Statement 
from the Heart called for a Voice in the Constitution to protect the rights of Indigenes, 
this seemed suddenly to be a step too far for conservatives in the 45th and 46th 
parliaments. The parliamentary Joint Select Committee of 2018 asserted that bringing 
άŀ ƴŜǿ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ¢ƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜΣ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōŀǘŜ Χ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴ 
ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴέΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ±ƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Constitution did no such thing. But the stark rejection of discussion about a 
constitutionally enshrined Voice in the Co-Design Process signalled that some politicians 
thought a line had been crossed. It is as though removal of the power to discriminate 
against the Aboriginal race is tolerable, but giving them a positive right of self-
determination in the Constitution is not.  

o A positive right of self-determination is nothing that Indigenous peoples are not already 
entitled to under international conventions. It is also a right that non-Indigenous 
Australians would expect for themselves. However, until Australians insist on a new 
Constitution, the reality will be that no Australian has such a right.  

o The Invitation in the Uluru Statement from the Heart offers all Australians a chance to 
define their democracy anew, so that it will endure without conflict and injustice.  The 
invitation is yet to be graciously accepted.  

 

 

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Former_Committees/Constitutional_Recognition_2018/ConstRecognition/Final_Report
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What have we done that has taken us towards a better Australia? 
 
The answer to this seems to be that since 2000 we have done very little that has taken us to a better 
Australia, and much of what we have done has been undone in the last half-dozen years by the 
pervasiveness of neoliberalism and corporate corruption of our governments, both of which have 
eaten away at the inner strength of our democracy and our cohesion as a community.  
 
To the extent that we have been able to withstand government cutbacks in spending and services ς 
our own now deeply embedded brand of austerity ς we have insisted on maintenance of our health 
care system and the benefit is clear. This is not to say that movement in the direction of becoming a 
place of optimal health and wellbeing has been sufficient and without setbacks. Setbacks have 
clearly begun to occur in relation to the National Disability Insurance Scheme and they began long 
ago in the privatisation of the aged care system. And we habitually stymie the performance of our 
health system by failing to address the social determinants of ill health. 
 
{ƻƳŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ [D.¢LvҌ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ 
hard won, tragically so, and has not yet resulted in measured improvements on vital indicators such 
as equal pay and domestic violence. The progress consists in ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ [D.¢LvҌ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǎŜŜƳ 
to have finally made it to the top of political agendas. Women and LGBTIQ+ have found their voice.  
 
New independent voices are rising as well in the Voices Of movement.  
 
And of course the most joyous and harmonious rise of voices has emerged from First Nations 
peoples. Australians are rising to acknowledge our Indigenous heart. There is a groundswell of calls 
for acknowledgment and resolution of the struggles of the past and the illegal, inhumane and 
immoral faults in the founding of our nation. There is also evidence of a willingness to affirm our 
connection to each other and to this land, and in the process make Australia anew. Australians may 
not necessarily see that this is evident, say, in the detail of our responses to surveys on our attitudes; 
but if we put the pieces of this report together, it indicates that there is a desire to make a new start.     
 
Otherwise, the most promising and hopeful set of results is present in: 
 

¶ the apparent preparedness of Australians to come together to re-build after the pandemic; 

¶ the recognition that a fully capable, energetic and competitive public sector is essential to 
our health, wellbeing and future prosperity ς not a dead weight; 

¶ our rejection of growing inequality; and 

¶ an obvious readiness to do everything necessary to prevent climate change and seize the 
positive economic opportunities that spill out from that for all of us. 

 
Looking at the data in the report in this way, it is apparent that the positive results all relate to our 
attitudes, rather than our physical, economic and environmental circumstances. There is a 
recognition that we are at a turning point as a nation and longing to build a better, safer life and 
home. This seems to be an emergent strength of the nation that we should not let slip away again.  
 
Australians are interested in solving our most serious problems, particularly climate change and 
inequality, to a degree that they have never been before. And for that purpose they are beginning to 
mobilise in new political approaches that are less ideologically driven and less slavishly devoted to 
partisan groupings in politics.   
 
That emergent strength can be capitalised on. Distrust of governments and politics has ballooned, as 
only it might when corruption of governments is so shamelessly on open display and ideological 
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rigidity has been so deeply embedded in the party political system. But out of the distrust has 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘake 
up bigger shares of power. This will require a transition from a merely representative democracy to a 
participatory democracy. In turn, this will require a new Constitution ς ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ 
But more on that at another time.  
 
Finally, it will require us to forsake short-term party political agendas in favour of long term 
planning. This will require a new process for orderly engagement with each other within democracy. 
That process ς National Integrated Planning & Reporting ς has now been made freely available to 
Australians. The process has helped to identify twenty critical areas of national failure that must be 
solved by 2030 if we are to arrive safely in 2050 with an acceptable degree of wellbeing and security, 
These twenty issues are outlined in Chapter 12 of this report. Australia has the human capacity and 
more than enough wealth to solve every one of these twenty issues within five to ten years if we 
address those 20 critical issues in an integrated way.  
 
National IP&R gives Australians the means of achieving this together. It gives them the means of 
reversing the decline of their democracy and the division of our society that has been driven into it 
since the early 2000s. It enables all Australians for the first time to participate in building a plan for a 
future that every one of us and every one of our children can share ς Australia Together.  
 
ACFP hopes that this first End of Term Report assists Australians in building a plan that will result in a 
much better End of Term Report on our nation during the 47th parliament ς The State of Australia 
2025.   
 

¢ƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ά9ƴŘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜǎ 
  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳplementing the 
Strategies of Australia TogetherΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ, long term, community futures plan 
reflecting the stated desires and aspirations of the Australian people.  
 
Australia Together ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ Lǘ Ƙŀs not been prepared or reviewed 
by the government and is not binding on governments. It does, however, constitute a Voice, 
coherently framed, expressing Directions we might safely take to secure a better future for those 
who come after us and openly offering the terms for a new social contract with both elected leaders 
and those future generations.     
 
In National IP&R, Australians can 
build, monitor and revise their 
plans for the future in line with the 
federal election cycle. The 
parliamentary term of the 46th 
parliament of Australia is the first 
term of office in which this national 
integrated planning process has 
ever been attempted.  
 
For inquiries regarding National 
Integrated Planning & Reporting 
and the place of End of Term 
Reports in the cycle of federal 
elections, visit the ACFP website.  

https://www.austcfp.com.au/become-involved
https://www.austcfp.com.au/become-involved
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Introduction  
 

This is the first report on the state of Australia as a nation.  
 
It has been made possible because of the development, 
from 2020 onward, of a draft long term, integrated plan for 
the nation and the country itself, covering the period from 
2020 to 2050. That plan is called Australia Together.  
 
Australia Together is a plan being built progressively by 
Australians for Australians within a live, fully open planning 
space and with the assistance of Australian Community 
Futures Planning (ACFP). In this live, open space, Australians 
can continuously participate, without partisan political 
interference, in an organised framework to shape our 
future as we would prefer it to be in our democracy. It is 
where we the people can constantly consider and establish:  
 

¶ what we want to become as a nation,  

¶ what we want to leave for future generations, and  

¶ how we can travel to that preferred future safely, 
fairly and with as little pain as possible.   

 
For information on how to become involved in building Australia Together, visit the ACFP website. 
Participation is open to each and every Australian. 
 

This End of Term Report is the first report on progress with 
Australia Together. It:  
 

1. assembles data across more than 260 indicatorǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ society, 
environment, economy and governance, providing Australians with their first 
comprehensive and coherent picture of the current state of our nation; and 

 
2. ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

the Vision and Targets of Australia Together, our first national plan for a better future by 
2050.   

 
The Report covers how well we have travelled as a nation during the term of the 46th parliament 
of Australia and, where data are available, over the longer term of the last ten to twenty years. It 
is a report on us ς our cohesion as nation, our custodianship of the environment, our economic 

resilience, our participation in democracy, and our preparedness for the future. 
 

On balance, this End of Term Report shows that as a nation 
we the people of Australia are moving away from, not 

towards, the future of wellbeing and security that we have 
aspired to. 

https://www.austcfp.com.au/become-involved
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Australia Together ς a map of the safe paths to a better future 
 
Australia Together is no ordinary plan. It is an integrated map of the safe routes to a particular 
destination in the future, a destination of acceptable wellbeing and security.  
 
The destination of the draft plan is described by showing the best version that Australians have been 
able to imagine in the early 2020s of the society, environment, economy and governance we would 
like to be living in by 2050 or sooner. The plan also shows what our nation and our country will 
become along the way if we approach that particular destination via the safe routes of the map. 
 
The preferred destination has been described in the plan as a draft Vision for Australia Together. 
This draft Vision has been assembled based on comments made by Australians about their preferred 
future on the occasions they have been asked about that in the 21st century. Click here for more 
information on where the draft Vision for Australia Together comes from.  
 
The draft Vision for Australia Together is made up of: 
 

¶ 17 draft statements about the sort of life we wish to be able to lead and the country we 
wish to live in by 2050, as shown on the following page; and 

¶ 57 draft Direction statements of the safe routes toward that Vision, including Directions for 
our society, environment, economy and governance. 

 
The 57 Direction statements within the 
Vision for Australia Together function as 
signposts of the safe routes of travel 
toward the preferred future wellbeing and 
security described in the Vision, and they 
indicate what Australia will become, in 
character as a nation, by moving in those 
Directions. 
 
In Australia Together, these Directions of 
travel are: 
 

¶ socially inclusive, equitable and 
intelligent,  

¶ environmentally sustainable,  

¶ economically fair and resilient, 
and  

¶ democratically open and ethical.   
    
The full wording of the 57 draft Directions 
is set out in Chapter 3 of Australia 
Together,  or at https://www.austcfp.com.au/vision-and-directions-of-australia-together  
 
This End of Term Report is structured to 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
along the Directions in the starting draft of 
Australia Together, to the extent that data 
are available. 
 

The starting draft of Australia Together is being 
publicly released in stages.  

Click here for full access to all issues of the 
starting draft of Australia Together. 

https://www.austcfp.com.au/post/where-did-the-vision-for-australia-together-come-from
https://www.austcfp.com.au/post/where-did-the-vision-for-australia-together-come-from
https://www.austcfp.com.au/australia-together
https://www.austcfp.com.au/australia-together
https://www.austcfp.com.au/vision-and-directions-of-australia-together
https://www.austcfp.com.au/past-issues-of-australia-together
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The Vision for Australia Together 

 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































