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About Australian Community Futures Planning

ACFP was founded in March 2020 for the purpose of encouraging gpeatiipation by Australians

in planning their own future as a nation within a®dentury democracy. It is an independent centre

of excellence in national community futures planning, providing an organising framework that can
enable any and all Austrafia to increase the chances of improving our entire quality ofclifeur
society, our environment, our economy and al@mocraticgovernance.

Australian Community Futures Planning has no affiliation with any political party inside or outside
Australia. i receives neither political party nor other funding. All output from ACFP is produced by in
kind contributions of volunteers.

From 2020 until at least 2GACFP will be in staup phase, pursuing a range of alliances with willing
Australians, includingparticipants in local government, the progressive media, opemded
progressive activist community associations, relevant university institutions, specialist centres of
excellence, think tanks, peak environmental groups, scientists, economists, Indigambimiman

rights advocates, and statisticians.
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State of the Nation 2022Sean Kelly is emuthor and data analyst

For more information on Austlian Community Futures Planning visit
https://www.austcfp.com.au/
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Dr Bronwyn KellyAll processes specified in this documeincluding but not limited to National Integrated Planning &
Reporting and tk Australia TogetheNational Wellbeing Indexare proprietorial to Australian Community Futures
Planning and may not be reproduced or used for financial gain without the prior consent @t Q& C2 dzy RSNJ 5 NJ . NJ
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to the Principal, Dr Bronwyn Kelly

Note ¢ Disclaimer
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Australia Togetter is a plan developed for the Australian community by any Australian willing to
participatein good faith It is not developed by any political party @lected government.
Australia Togethehas no statutory force
and binds neithergovernments nor participants in any way.
Participation in the national community futures planning process for development of and reporting
on Australia Togetheiis entirely voluntary.
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Overviewg Are we progressing towards a better Australia?

Are-we-progressing towards a-better Au

If Australians agree that the draftision forAustralia Together
describes the better Australia we might aspire to for ourselvas
and future generations, the answer to the above question in 2(¢
must be

No, we are not progressing towards a better Australia,
we are travelling away from that preferred destination.

But we do have the means of reversing our current course of
travel and we have full capacity to switch to safer patipaths by
which wethe peoplecan make thé/ision forAustralia Together
a reality, providing a place of wellbeing and security for everyd

A central question for Australia

In 2022, the vast majority of Australians witit be aware of attempts tanswer ths question Are
we progressing towards a better Australisi®st will not beaware that a new systematic process
has been established to enable them to askl answethe question using factual detail assembled
in a singlefullyaccessible location outside tlistortinglens of politics

In the internet age, a wide variety efirveysand research projectisave been established which

attempt in disparate fashioto answer small parts of the questipand the community has been given
free and open access to most of these. But until now, in Australia at least, no attempt hashden

to address the full question in detaih one placeusing a coherent measurement framewovke

have lots of little surveys of progress that look backward in time and record how we have changed on
manyisolated parameters. But we have nothiogherert that looksforward ¢ nothing that looksat

the directionsin whichwe are headed and nothintpat sheds light on whether the directions we are
taking arereallythe ones we might prefemere we to be givemeasons an chance to choose a

different path

It is probable that the question of whether we are travelling to a better futusie not been askedet

alone answeredhecause Australia has not yet arrived at an acknowledged description of what a better
Australia might look likeéNe have not articulatedan agreed, preferred destination for the natione

have notcome together todescribe where we want to gdn theabsence of that shared sense of an
ideal destinatior; some might call it a commaand meaningfupurposec it is not possible to assess the
wisdom of the directions in which we are headed, let alone choose different shesild we so please

Fortunatelythough,some ofthose same surveys and research programs that have been made public
in the last twenty years hawtescribed not just the features of our present state, manyof the

features d anideal future, the one we might aspire tovife weregiven the chance to let our
imaginations run freeThere have been some spaces where we have been asked to imagine the best
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future, including but not limited to the community engagement programs of Australia reMADE and
countless local government area engageingrocesses for long term community futures planning.
These haveprovided the pieces of aigture that we can assemble of a future in which everyone can
find a spaceo live their life as they determine to be meaningéuid fulfilling

And when thesepieces areassembled what becomes apparent is thahen it comes to the future
Australians ¢ regardless of any political, cultural, economic and ideological differenaes

G ad 33 S NAYyhIhkiRaspiakionsh We aldant the same things for kidgls, nieces, nephews,
and anyonealear to us who i®orn next in our communities. We all want wellbeing and security and
the same opportunities to attain tse fundamental conditionsWe may disagree about what we
want in the present. But we tend not tisagree about what we wats an ideafor the longer term.

Because politics focusses on the shorter term, it mires Australians in disagreantkstalls
progressBut an integratedNational Ranning& Reporting framework that takes a certain future as
a preferred destinatiorr a homewe might all wish to share in timehas now madét possible for
Australians suddenly to come togethertire common causef makinga well understood particular
type ofbetter Audralia. Research by Australian Commurkititures PlanningACFPhas
RSY2Yy &GN SR GKI G likedyrcbe imaghed@s NJ ! dzéNJ- fAIFE A&

¥

1
9 environmentally sustainable

9 economically fair and resilientand

1 democratically open and ethical

This in turn has enabled ACFP to assemble a disitin for Australia Together
for consideration by Australiarend a planning framework to help make it a
reality. And with that in hand Australians canow begin to check whether it is
indeed where we want to go and to monitor whether we are moving towards 5

A;ala‘n by Australians. .
S = tava bt fulgre
. . . . . . B '_"‘ 5 2520 to 2080
or away from the destination it describes. The chief advantage of\thi®nal e -

Integrated Planning & Reportirpyocess is that itiges us the chance to set

safe courses of travéd our preferred destination in the future mudarlier than we otherwise
might. It means we can identify where we areating from the preferred paths and reset our
course before we do too much damage and waste too much money.

The advance knowledge provided by a serious attempt to answer the question of whether we are
headed to a place of wellbeing and security for aflpgirovides us with the wherewithal taild a
much more resilient and settliant Australiag one capable of averting the crises we can prevent
and withstanding the impact of the global crises we cannot prevent.

About this report

Thisis anEnd of TernmReport against the aims of the draft Vision and Directionsfafstralia
Togetherduring the 48" parliament of Australia and over the last ten to twenty yeark.contains
some hard reading about how we are not prepared for the future and hewwussly we have strayed
from safe paths towardehat should be the minimum leveF wellbeing and securitfor a 2F
century, wealthy, democratic nationlt is a confronting reportBut it isatimely and essential wake
up calland isdesigned to helpAustralians understananore about

I our weaknesses as a nation,

11 dza G NJ f A ICrestiSoaHe BedstVergion of)g LI IS wm

cfp 11

V=9 Australian Community Futures Planning


https://www.austcfp.com.au/national-integrated-planning-and-reporting
https://www.austcfp.com.au/national-integrated-planning-and-reporting
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1 what we are doing well and not well,
1 what we need to change if we want to make the Vision fAustralia Togethem reality, and
1 what strengths we will need to capitalise on.

Australian Community Futures Plannimggan working with

4
Australians to help them build a plan for a better Australia in et >~ Cf
March 2020As a centre of excellence in National IP&R, ACFP. -' C] p
v

T developed the tooliustralianswill need to build the Research contributions
y I U A 2 yoQgiterrit dodBubity futureplan, An integrated planning process for
Aust_ralia_lTogether, and the processes they can use to use by Australians
monitor it; P
Piomal Teogreted
1 devised a structure for an integrated long term nationa ing
plan that will be easy to followy a map of the safe
paths to the preferred destination in the future and a v
signpost system tselect Strategies that take us in the | A structure for a long term national
preferred Directions plan

9 conducted tie research to assemble the firdtaft
Vision forAustralia Togetherand

1 assembled thelata to helpeveryone monitor whether
we have followed the Directions and whether we need
to change course. This assembled data is an ongoing
project¢ the Australia TogetherNational Wellbeing
Index

Research to assemble a draft Vision
and Directions

A e pe
B

This Report constitutes the first report against the Indicators,
Targets and Strategies housed in the Index. It buikdsveard-
looking, outwardlookingpicture of

us¢ we the people of Australig as a nation, A comprehensive wellbeing index
our landand home

AN
our relationships with each other and the world, salon Togéhes
our prospectsand 7t
our dreams.

v

=A =4 =4 =8 =9

The Reporalsa

1 looksbackover how we have progressed in relationdatical Indicatorsof a better nation
during the life of the 48 parliament ofAustralia

1 looks back further where data are available to paint a picture of our capacity, strengths and
weaknesses over the lasd 1o 20 years

1 sums up where we are and how healthy and resilient our nation is now and how far away we
are from where we would prefer to hand

9 sums up the biggest challengethings we would be well advised to solve in the decade to
2030 if we expecto arrive safely in 2050 with an acceptable degree of wellbeing and security.

ACFRrusts that this Report confronting though it iswill arm Australians with nuch of the
knowledgethey need to chart a safe course to their preferred future.

cfp 12
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Status ofeporting capacity of thAustralia Togethexational Wellbeing Index

TheAustralia TogetheNational Wellbeing Index enables Australians to answer questions about
whether and where we may be moving towards a better future. It is the largest set of akskmb
data for this specific purpose that is available to Australians today. The Index is being built
progressively and is currently estimated to be about 65% complete. It contains 265 Indicators of
progress complete with baseline data showing our positioRd22 in relation td65 Targets and

100 Strategies for making the Vision faustralia Togethea reality. More Indicators will be added
during future parliamentary terms.

The Index is designed to enable us to monduor direction of travetowardsor away fromthe draft
Vision forAustralia Togethe ThisVision iscurrentlymade up of:

1 17 Vision elementg draft statements about the sort of life we wish to be able to lead and
the country we wish to live in by 20%8ee Introduction below for the full Visigrgnd

1 57 draftDirection statementsof the safe routes toward that Vision, including Directions for
our , environment, economyandgovernance Click here for the full wording of the
Directions

The current status of thAustralia TogetheNational Wellbeing Index allows us to monitor:

M all 17 elements of the Vision, and
91 42 of the 57 Directions.

The remainind.5 Directions will be reported on in the next End of Term Report.

This Report covers how well we have travelled as a nation during the term of theadiéament of
Australia and, where data are available, over the longer term of the last ten to twenty years.

For ease of reading, ACFP has used colour and direction signs to display results:

Y Red anded arrows pointing leftE denote negative progress

1 Greenand green arrows pointing righE denote positive progress.

f Orange andsplit arrows in both directionsE / E denote mixed resultsheavily qualified
results, stagnation,or absenceof data.

Overview of Results

For all our wealthprivilege resources and capacitglmost nothing has got better in our national
life during the 46th parliamerand over the longer terrof the last ten to twenty years

1 On balancewe have moved away from rather than towards 15 of the 17 Vision elements
1 Progress on the remaining two Vision elements has been stagmameither towards nor
away from the Vision, on balance.

91 Inrelation to the 42 Directions monitored, on balance

0 Inonly 2 casebave wemoved in accordance with the safe direction of travel.

0 In 4 casesve havemoved in accordance with the safe direction but too slowly or
indecisively.
In 4 cases, evidence is mixeahd progress is stagnant
In 32 cases wéhavemoved contrary to the safe Direction of travel

o O
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https://www.austcfp.com.au/_files/ugd/2b062e_4e23a221519d458daec33e83a3f0a22a.pdf
https://www.austcfp.com.au/_files/ugd/2b062e_4e23a221519d458daec33e83a3f0a22a.pdf

The Draft Vision foAustralia Together
€ Hnpn X
We are safe

We are reconciled with and celebrate our First Nations peoples and their
cultures

Everyone is welcome to participatpositively in community life
We are inspired and able to renew our physical and spiritual wellbeing

We act together as a compassionate society

Equality is valued as enriching human community, cultural harmony and
social progress

Diversity is positively appreciated as a basis for a successful society

Everyone can realise their full potential in life, as individuals, members of
family and citizens through unlimited opportunities in education and
employment of choice

Vital services are fully accessible
Scarce resources are conserved and fairly shared

National wealth is fairly shared

Our economy is sustainable and supports rewarding opportunities and
continuous improvements in living standards for everyone

As anation we have the courage to take a leading place in achieving the
environmental aims of a global society

Stewardship of ecology is affirmed as fundamental to planetary and hum
survival

Strong democracy is assured by a well informed and engagedroanity

We are confident our leaders will reflect thoughtfully on our views and be
interests when making decisions for our future
We take pride in Australia as a responsible international citizen, active in
building a safer, more peaceful anghited world

~— m\ I-I-I\ m\ I-I-I\ I-I-I\ I-I-I\

T
mp

I-I-I\ I-I-I\ ~— m\ I-I-I\ m\ I-I-I\ m\ I-I-I\

Are we moving closer to
the preferred Vision or in
the reverse Direction?

m»

Consolidated resultg Are we travelling towards the Vision via the safe Directions?

On balance yes
Quadrant

E E/E E/E
1 2 2
Environment 0 1 1
Economy 0 0 0
Governance 1 1 1
Total 2 4 4
fp
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On balance yes Evidence is mixed
but indecisively progress is stagnant

On balance no

E
10
6
6
10
32
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Summary of performanceudng the 48 parliament

Taking in the results on the direction of movement in relation to the 265 indicatdheilmdex:

T

During the 48' parliament, negative performance (travelling contrary to the preferred
Direction) outweighed positive performance by a factor of 255%.

In all quadrants, negative performance outweighed positive performance.

Theworst performanceby far was in thé=nviraament quadrant, although only a relatively
small number of Indicators were monitored in that quadrant.

Thesecond worst performancavas in theEconomyguadrant, where a relatively large
number of indicators were monitored and negative performance outwedgpositive
performance by a factor of 667%

™ T

T

Summary of performanaguringthe longer term

Taking in the results on the direction of movement in relation to the 265 indicators in Index:

T

During the longer term, negative performance (travelling contraryttee preferred

Direction) outweighed positive performance by a factor of 516%.

In all quadrants, negative performance significantly outweighed positive performance.

Theworst performanceby far was in théeconomyguadrant, where a relatively large

number of indicators were monitored and negative performance outweighed positive
LISNF2NXYIFyOS o6& F FILOG2NI 2F pnanmxkrd ¢KS 2yfe L%
economy has related to the predisposition of Austrai towards the need to rbuild

equality and fairness.

E Thesecond worst performancéy far was in thé-nvironmentquadrant, although only a

relatively small number of Indicators were monitored in that quadrant.

T I

Keyfeaturesof the worst areas of perfarance
As a nation, Australia has, on balance, travelled:

1 away from the Vision,

9 contrary to the Directionsand

1 has done so in all four quadrants of the Indgex , environment, economyand
governance

The balancef the resultis not a fine one. It is stark and has been heavily tilted towards the
negative. Andthe data strongly indicate thathe nation has been drifting solidly that way for more
than a decade.

Causes of the drift away from the Vision are complexsbilltquite easily discernible. Over the last

ten to twenty yearave have witnessed a range gifaphicpolicy failures and attitudinal shifts that

have weakened ourohesionas a nation, our confidence in our system of government and our

preparedness for the futureSome important examples aseimmarisedn the following section, not

in any particular ordefrThe combined effect of each of these as they have all come inteaplayce

Aa GKS tA1Ste OFdzaS 27F ! dza ( Mustralid TOgethey 2 3SYSy G | g &
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Policies that did not take us where we want to go

Neoliberalism

1 We have witnessed the failure of neoliberalisnit has notmade out lives better:

(0]

Inequality

Results orindicatorsof economic End of Term Report 2022
performanceg all uniformly negative Progress on Directions from Australia Together
reflect a clear failure afieoliberal In our economy Australia  Are we travelling towards
policies becomes ... the preferred destination?
A model of transition from
And results on progress towards the excessive consumption to On balance, no.
Vision tell us clearly that neoliberal Suistalnabihy.
.. . A model of employment
policies of smqll government, light planning & juttice in ndustry On balance, no.
market regulation and transition.
encouragement obligopolieshave A country where economic
opportunity, growth &
not taken us Where we want to ga prospecity ane equitably On balancs, no.
not even near It shared & living standards
. Improve continuously for all.
On their own terms adherents of A nation falrly raising &
. . ST ith On balance, no.
neoliberalism mayarguethat they . shar "BI Smﬂ” -
. . i
have achieved something good for the | " "8 reewator o faimess
s oo in markets creating On balance, no.
nation, by stripping back the confidence for investors,
government sectoandgiving free An economy with competitive
rein to our competitiveé( | y AV f & proﬁtable.publk. sector On balance, no.
participation.

& LIA Ndithie &ssumptiontiat a free
market will operate more efficiently
than a market in which the taxpayemwned government sector plays a strong

competitive role They may argue economic success within that frame of reference.

Howeverl & (KA & NBLRNI akKz2gaz GKS aFNBS YI N Si:

sector has nboperated more efficiently.

Moreover,experience during the bushfires of 2019/20 and floods of 2022 in eastern
Australia, plus experience of differential treatment of Australians (ag.ruthless
treatment of casual workers, tertiary educators, amd cultural sector workersand

aged carergompared to the squandering of billions in oxabsidising big busingss
during the Covidl9 pandemicindicates that Australi@a & A Iy A FA Ol y i f &
sector has left ugl-prepared for the future andor global crises

Results of our progress as a nation in the last two decades indicate unequivocally that
the market arrangements pertaimg under neoliberalism are not worth having.

Whatever Australianay have savelly funding a smaller government geg it has lost
many times over in retursithat could have been realisgdroughfull competitive
participation in our economy by the taxpayer owned government sector. Examples of
lost returns and inequitable sharing of national wealth abound in this Repo

1 We have witnesed the growth of inequalityand have recognised it as a cause of misery,
which we arerejecting as a preferred feature of our future

(0]

-fp

Income and wealth inequality have both steadily increased since the early 2000s.
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0 Wealth inequality has increased steeply.

0 This icoincident with and indeed is a direct cause of slowed grawtiur economy
since the @®balFnancialQisis Plainly, when too many people have too little to spend,
the total size of the economy can orilg adversely affected and it has been

o0 Inequality, at least in the form of Gini coefficient calculatiohas not been measured
by the ABS sinc2017/18. However, regressive policies on taxation which were
legislated in 2018 and 2019, and persisteattéiningof wages since 2014, can only
have had the effect of accelerating the growth of inequality.

0 Again, neoliberalism is a chief culprit, thriving as it does on inequality. Any policy setting
which contributes to growth in inequality, including wealth, gender and racial
inequality, has myriad consequences for everyone, not just the

poor. Evidence inHiis report demonstrates that. The average net worth of
o This Report has been unable to identify policies which would | the top 20% of households
he eff fth leqislat d f d is now more than 90 times
countera_ctt ee e_ct 0 the tax legislation and flattened wages | .+ of the lowest 20%.
on equality. Australia is = e
no Ionger the land of Wealth inequality has increased steeply since - w::us:hoﬂ::n —_
the fair go for all. 2000. ABS 6523,0
Gini coefficient - Wealth $3,200,000
o] What_ has_been nacsadity
identified isthat (household net worth) Australia
Austrdiansstrongly ABS 6523.0 0.621
reject the growth of
inequality. This is one
of the few positive
findings. Inequality is IV R TSR
not something o pomes e L0 s ese
. unegqual oming.
Australians wantThe $35,200
ev_lder_wce is that they & 1&’& d!@ A Yop2%of  Dottom20%of
rejectit andthe Cfue"fy & & SO G households households

that comes with it.

Imposed poverty, exclusions frahe welfare system, and structural settings preventing full
employment

1 We have withnessedonsignment of millions of Australians to deep poverty for lengthy
periodsand extended unemployment

o Poverty now excludes more than 3 million Australians from participation in our
economy andealisation of their dreams to lead a fulfilling life.

0 Hounding of welfare recipientsin some cases causing death, as in the case of the
Robodebt scanda] has maginalised and traumatised over 450,000 Australians, not
counting those who havbeen cut off unfairly from welfare support while complying
with the job placement system.

o0 Private sector management of job placement services, and some Reserve Bank, policies
are set more towards keeping people in unemployment than providing them with a job.

o Contraction of the public sector has removed tens of thousands of job opportunities for
meaningful workin areas that would grow the economy

':Yp 17
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o0 The unemployment rate hasropped since the pandemic, largely due to slowed
immigration.If immigration isrestored to prepandemic levels we are likely to see a
return to higher unemployment and a continuation of flattened wages for Australians.

0 In 2022 unemployment and

underenployment are lower than they Since 2010, Australians have suffered
have been for some timand average annual underemployment of 8.7%

underutilisation (the combination of & average annual ""de'"'i""'_i" ‘?’ 13.8%.
unemployment and under Bt st IR
employmentjhas merufu_lly,dropped % of labour force 2007 to 2021

from the annualaveragesince 2010 of o ABS 6202.0 ita
13.8%. But inFebruary2022it was still sk

high at10.6%and thisat a time when 1.0

. . . . 113
the cost of living was increasing sharply ::: 108 40; iR N
! 86 - - > 8 {0

under price increases for fuel and other | ., GM
essentials due to the war in Ukraine O s T s RN,
56 57 53 52 57 O Ol sT s 53y, o

145
102195143142 45, o S

o During the 48 parliament an average :2 e =
of just over 1.2 million Australians were | ©°
underemployed every month, meaning SELL PP EF LS F
they could notget enough hours of ——Unemployment rate - % of persons
work to meet their needs. Low wages A A R e e s

w=lUnderutilisation rate - % of persons

exacerbated the problem.

= = Unear (Underutilisation rate - % of persons)

o Of those Australians deemed to be
living in poverty betwee2017 and 2019, almost 25% had a full time job, indicating that
they are being paid so poorly that even full time employment is now not enough to
shield over one million employed Australians from poverty, let alone their children.

o Paolicy settings which enelol poverty, as neoliberalism doeme entirely seHdefeating
from a budgetary perspective. Pressure on the health system, particularly mental
health, only increasedringngwith it costs that could have been avoided.

0 Itis notable that ABS surveys of the impacts of Ga®idn households registered high
or very high levels of psychological distress throughout the first two years of the
pandemicg over 20% for all Australians and 3@86young Australians aged 18 to 34
years? This is significantly higher than in gpandemic surveys when it was around
13%.

o Australians are likely to consider the benefits of a social wage, particularly insofar as it
can reduce gender inequality andgonote genuine full employmentlick here for
information on the benefits of a social wage foradult Australians

Structured discrimination against women and LGBTIQ+

1 We have withessednhaction on gender equalityincludinga policy vacuum that is stopping
womenand LGBTIQ+ fromparticipating in the economyas fully as they might and
consigning many to domestic abuse.

o wStFGAGS G2 20G§KSNI 02 dapinabddedng genderdzgualiyint A I Q&  LJS
areas including economic opportunity and participation, health and survival, and
political empowerment has fallen dramatically over the last 2 decades. The only positive
sign is that we retain the number 1 spot for levefeeducational attainment. Overall,

2 ABSHousehold Impacts of Covid survey June 2021.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSy9UDF3MQA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSy9UDF3MQA
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/people-and-communities/household-impacts-covid-19-survey/jun-2021

between the years 2006 and 2021, Australia has dropped feork No. 15 in the World
902y2YAO C2NHz¥rQa Df206lf DSYRSNITBereliSnavS L2 NI
excuse for a wealthy developed country to fall sardatically in global gender gap

rankings. And yet other countries are leaping over Australia in closing the gap.

Australia’s global ranking on gender gaps has fallen substantially.
Many other countries are closing their gaps faster.

World Economic Forum Global Gender Gap Report 2021

Australia’s global gender gap rank Rank in 2006 Rankin 2021 Fall in ranking
On educational attainment No.1 No.1 No change
On economic participation and opportunity 12t 70™ ¥ Fall of 58 places
On health and survival S7th 99t & Fallof 42 places
On political empowerment 320d 70t & Fall of 38 places
Overall ranking 15t 50t ¥ Fall of 35 places

The lower the place, the bigger the gender gap.

0 The gender pay gap in Australan
some reportsappears to beslosing

From 2010 to 2018 median \;iéokly incomes for females
unfortunately declined slightly, relative to males.

0 dzu _ O 20214 Qa L e gap between female and male superannuation
Australian Government/orkplace balances reduced slightly but the effect of Covid-19 s
Gender Equality Agency reported that, likely to worsen the ratios once again.
G¢CKS 3IASYRSNJI LI & 3T Ratio of female to male earnings - 2010 to 2018
24.7 per centto 20.1 per centand at | ARSHITAD

this rate of change will take another 26 | gss 0.7 o7

years for the fultime gender pay gap | o7

F2NJ G2GF € NBYWMEINILL e 00

Q50
data from theABS does not provide oa0 053

confidence that the pay gap is closing. ::Z

0 In 2017/18 the median male .
Superannuation balance ($183,000) 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018
was 54% higher than the median
. —=Ratio of famale to male adult weekly total cash earnings
female superannuation balance (median)
($118,556) . wRatio of fermale to male superannuation balance (median) at

or approaching preservation age (55-64 years)

o All manner of stalling tactics have been
in playto preventclosure of the gender gapespite a legislative framework which
prohibits gender discrimination, no notable action has been taken to lift the prospects
and circumstances of women and LGBTI+ in the past ten years. The single exception is
legislationpermitting same sex marriage, a reform itself stalled for more than a decade
by government inaction and outright resistance to the will of the majaity
Australians.

0 Attempts toremoveaccess to institutional benefits for LGBTIQ+, have emerged anew
during the 46" parliamentin the form of religious discrimination bills, although these
have recently been withdrawn.

o Inits legislative agenda the government has sidelined genuine reforms that are far more
urgent for Australians in favour of legislation benefidj religious groups who are the
only groups who have rights enshrined already under the Constitution. The government
could have prioritised workplace laws benefitting wonaerd LGBTIQbut chose policy
directions that continuestructural discriminatioron religious grounds

cfp 19
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0 The policy vacuum was so evident that in the end women themselves stepped up to
propose an agendan 2021 and 2022, Australia withessed a surge in calls for safety,
respect and equity for women and girls throughout their ligeés the workplace, in
schools, in all other public places and in the home. The call went out to women from

survivors of sexual abuse including but not limited to Grace Tame and Brittany Higgins.

They added to the callsdm women of colour, disability, argenderqueer womenhat
had been growing over previous decad&he essence of the call for safety, respect and
equity was specific in the following terms:

Create free and accessible early childhood education and care.
Expand paid parental leave.

Act onthe national plan for first Nations women and girls.

Deliver strong and consistent child sexual assault laws.

Insist employers step up to prevent sexual harassment and bullying.

I 3> B B> D D

Support laws to gerid of the gender pay gap.

o Any government looking for an agenda to promote equality in Australia could start
here. If they added introduction of a social wage to the mix, the speed with which we
would see the above agenda fulfilled would be likely torowene structural
discrimination within five years, all to the benefit of the Australian economy and our
quality of life. And if that agenda were overarched by a new Accord between
Australians and their parliaments on Wealth, Welfare and Wellbeing, Aisstrauilld

9adGlofAakK mn RIFedaQ LIAR FlLYAfE& |yR R2Y

Sal

d1eNRO1SG G2 GKS G2LI NYyl Ay (GKS 22NIR 902\

Click here for information on the benefits of a néwcord on Wealth, Welfare and
Wellbeing

Disnantling of public education

1 We have witnessedarge scale attacks on our education system, potentially crippling our
productivity andthereby setting theeconomyon a path of declineThis runs absolutely
counter to the Vision forAustralia Together

o Funding cuts to education have been quietly The 2015 Intergenerational
embedded in federal budgets since 2024hd Report discloses an intention to
the last two Intergenerational Reports (2015

) cut funding on education by
and 2021) have shamelessly disclosed an 4°%P¥,2,9§_1,-

intention to cut federal budget education

funding as a proportion of GDP by 40% by 2021 terganasstional Raport

Planned expenditure on education

2061. %0ofGOP A planned
0 During the Covid 9 pandemic, the federal 1.9% 40% drop

government refused to support thettiary

education sector leading to the loss of 40,000 i -

jobs (35,000 in universities and 5,000 in ~\1.2%

vocational education).

o Deskillingof Australians is being embedded
from school age. Scores for educational
attainment have been dropping f@most
twenty years.

Actual education  Planned education
expenditure 2021  expenditure 2061
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVU9Gg408nI&t=43s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVU9Gg408nI&t=43s

Successive federal governments have also built gross inequality into the system by a
failure to implement the Gonski reforms.

In 2021, bilateral school funding agreemehttween the Commonwealth and state
governments were set such that public sol®in all states except the ACT would only
ever be funded at 91% of their Schooling Resource Standardq&R8ing to a

cumulative undesfunding to 2029 for government schools estimated at $60 biljon
while special deals for private schools by therigmn Government and continuing
overfunding by several state governments would ensure that private schools would be
funded at over 100% of their SRS until at least 2029. The cumulativéumaeng of

private schools to 2029 is estimated at $6 billion.

Between 200910 and 201819, private school funding increased by $2,164 per student,
adjusted for inflation, compared to $334 per student for public schools and funding per
private school student increased by 22.4%, nearly ten times the increase of 4#y 2.

for public schools.

The growth in private schooling has long been accompanied by declining overall levels
of student achievement

Attacks on the tertiary education system by the federal government are economically
contractionary, not just isofar aghe refusal to support the sector during the pandemic
hasimpacted our overseas trade in education services for years to cbaiealso

insofar as the failure to provide free lifelong education, as several other countries do,
reduces our productivity antherefore our competitiveness. The impact of increasing

fees for tertiary education, to the point where it is now unaffordable for misst

coincident withasteeptrend of F I £ £ & Ay | dza ( NJ fsiikce ZDA0. f | 60 2 dzNJ

Disregard of the environméand biodiversity

=

1 We have witnessed the decimation of much of our natural
environmentand biodiversity Stewardship of ecology has
not been a priority policy but this ighanging

(0]

“tp

e

.::The independent

Losses of biodiversity have accelerated in th 21 s, "eVive".f’iQf the =
century.Inland river fish kills and bleaching of the Great| ESS S\ Ol

Barrier reef are two of the most obvious examples. " Protection and A

Fraud or corruption in trading of water in regional S8
Australia, along with poor planning for integrated
ecosystem management, has brought on severaagi
for biodiversity and the sustainability of regions.

Again, policies on regional development which have
often disregarded the environment, combined with St : :
underfunding of services in rural and remote areas, hav, §§  Australia’s natural

not taken Australia where we want to go. environment and iconic
places are in an overall

state of decline and are

Policies on climate changehich have been set towards

LJ

denial and inactiorhave all but sealed the fate of under increasing threat.
l'dza G0N £ A Qa OA2ZRAODSNBAUGE The current environmental |Y a2 @ ¢ |
brink of collapseln2020, aReview of the Environment trajectory is
Protection and Biodiversity Consation Act noted that unsustainable.

Gl dza GNI £ AFQa yI GdzNI £ Sy @A GraemeSamuelReview 99 [X O2 y A (

an overall state of decline and are under increasing GRERBEAR,Jily 2628
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GKNBFid ¢KS OdzNNBy i
extractors are accelerating the ecdei

Sy @A NBMNNG ghd fossil fueiNI 2 SO 2 1

o Fortunately, rural and regional farming communities are beginning to realise the
essential value of environmental sustainability andintenance of the widest possible
biodiversity. If these communities can secure policy changes whickrioleethe

NSAFGAGS AYLI OG0 2F YAYyAy3I @waterk timnatd nfag | Q& Y2
yet steer its way back on course to the VisionAostralia Together
Climatepolicy intransigence and support of fossil fuels
1 We have witnessed the failure of our policies on climate change. It has blighted our land,

our lives and livelihoods, and our reputation as a decent international citizen:

o ! dAGNI £t Al Q& PrS—
climate policy and “","?.‘JI‘.’"‘“‘" Overall results CCPI1 2022
cooperationis nothing : - e e 5
short of appallig. We :
have progressively
tumbleddown in the o
rankings of the e
international Climate o
Change Performance -

Index until we have e '

reached the bottom of -

the list of 64 Australia’s ranking out of 64 countries in the International
participating countries. Climate Change Performance Index 2022

And we are hurting no On reduction of greenhouse gas emissions Very low 56'" place
one as much as On implementing renewable energy Very low 52" place
ourselves in the process On reducing energy use Very low 54" place
by persis@nt unethical On climate policy Very low 64"™ (Last) place
and uncooperative Overall ranking Very low 58" place
behaviour on the

international stage.

o Inactionin transition of our fossil fuel based economy to one based on renewable
energy will cost Australia a minimum of $584 billion over the decade to 2030 and $762
billion by 2050, according to Melbourne Universi#limost all of that loss is still
avoidable ifwe reverse policy direction on climate change and commietaxhing net
zero carbon emissions without exceedmdgair budget of emissiors 6 KA OK Ay | dza i N
case is likely to be no more than 3.5 billion tonnes of carbon equivé)ents

0 Butinstead wehave a policy orientation which is tailoréolaggravating the lossdsy
embedding more inactiorAustralia was treatedto¥ S ¢ dabl GA2y € [/ fAYIFGS

and Adaptation Strategy 2021H N H p £ ® dzii 20 KSNJ GKIYy NBFSNBY(
for droughts(note, not floods or fires), it did littlenore than establish a reinsurance

pool for climate change damage. Because it included no actions whatsoever to mitigate

or prevent climate change (and because current mitigation strategies elsewhere are

3 See Chapter 12, Issue No.d6limate policy failure and Chapter 8, EnvironmegtBnvironmental
advocacy.

“See ACFP, K| G Qa | i
budgets for Australia.

& (EveiytBinglforfifurthen inforratiol on fair and reasonable carbon
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-exuQBnuFw&t=124s

insufficient to reduce heating), the new adaptation strategy proactively set up
Australians and the insurance industry to incur massive and otherwise avoidable
financial losses, and then use taxpayer funding, not to protect Australians but to bail out
private insures (by reinsuring them) for losses that should be prevented rather than
courted. The Strategy increases the chances and magnitude of future loss by insurers
but promises that taxpayers will cover their losssla strategy to ensure private
financiers vill make money out of the misery of Australians.

Number of people displaced by
. weather-related disaters in Australia
™S CLIMATE
S COUNCIL M=
“ = HITTING HOME:
THE COMPOUNDING
5 COSTS OF CLIMATE [
We are paying INACTION
dearly for past T - e
inaction, not only g ") o A O
intermsofthe s " 2008 2009 2000 2001 2012 2008 2084 2015 2036 2007 2018 2019
Cost of weather-related disasters -
extreme weather : in Australia by decade
we’re experiencing but also -
for the lost opportunity to -
prevent worse. 99 | i
Source: Climate Council ”“J . I

o Climate policy in Australiatise epitome of irresponsibility and the largest scale of
greed we have seen in Australia at least since the British government declared
ownership of the entire eastern half tiie Australia continent i1788.

0 The Paris Agreement of 2015 in which we agreed to use all endeavours to cap global
heatingto betweenl.5° and 2 Celsiugepresents the one time ihuman historythat
every nation in the worldhascome to agreement about whamust be done to save
humankindand committed to acting as a coherent international communiand yet
Australia hasvalked awayrom every sworn commitmengven though it is so
obviously and whdy in our interest to stick to the agreement and even though we have
the capacity.

0 This failure of leadership and integrity igsding Australianso contemplate the
prospect offorsakng every singleaspirationwe may have for our childre@n top of

the destruction of our magnificent country and biodiversitydzad 4 NI f A Q& NBOI f O

climate change piles up mental health problems of anxiety and depression on
unprecedented scale. Australians sense there is an existential tragedy unfatdiripe
knowledge that it will lead to a blighted future is a serious health consideration today

5 See Henry Reynold§ruth TellingNewSouth Publishing, 202Chapter NE FSNNA y 3 (2 | NI KdzNJ t K

proclamation on 7 February 1788 in which he asserted British sovereignty over the eastern half of the
continent, an appropriation which was taken for granted until the Mabo decision of the High Court in 1992,

theA YLIX AOF GA2Y 2F GKAOK & SELINRYLINADIGLIIRO (KBS o K S R MM ({1 KSR Kz
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Disregard of accountability and tolerance of corruption

1 We have witnessed a descent into state corruptigarticularly, but not solely, at the
federal lewel of government The evidence is that this isot what we want

o Australians on survegnd in commentarphave observed a growth in corruption

particularly within the federal government.
oLy GKS GSy @SINm G2

HAHME ! dzZaGNF fAF QA

Perceptions Index dropped by 12 points to reach its lowest point since the start of the

Index.

o Prior to the pandemica significant majority of Austliansdistrusted government more
than we trusted it. This applied particularly to federal governmertioth Labor and

Liberal National.

o0 Throughout the last decade the only institution we have trusted less than the federal
government is the media, particularly the Murdomedia.

o0 Since the pandemic it has been a slightly different story. We have beguumsto
governmensmore, at leasttemporarily, but the trust seems to arise from a recognition
that government, rather than the private sectas by far the more reliablsupporter of
our health and safetyin other words, it arises from a recognition of the failure of

neoliberalism.

0 Beyond that tere isvery ittle evidence hat we trust our governments to behave
ethicallyand stillless that we trust them to take future generations into account.

The impact of Covid-19 on trust in institutions, including
government, was positive with Australians relying more on all
institutions, It would appear the rise in trust has not been
sustained as the pandemic has dragged on.

"How often do you think the government in Canberra can be

trusted to do the right thing for the Australian people?”
Scanlon Sodal Coheslon Survey 2020 & 2021

67%

7% ok 2
b ux
36%
1% 29% "
r-
2018 2019

B Almost always or most of the time

55%
"T us
|

48'651“

Nov-20

¥ Only some of the time or almost never

While state governments who have sold
public assets for far less than they are
worth are clearly sinking into actions
contrary to the public interest (i.e.,
corrupt), the federal level ofjovernment
is the most problematic at present.
Ministerial codes of conduct are too loose
and are unenforceablédethical standards
and behaviour are openly declining in
federal parliament andhe government
has stonewalled for years on its
commitment to legislate a federal
corruption and integrity commissionThe
federal parliamen{with the concurrence
of the Labor Partyhas even refused to
introduce a binding code of conduct for
parliamentarians.

o0 Amid this culture of unaccountability, Australians h&een forced to support an
economy based on fossil fuels at the expense of far more productive structures for a

modern economyPolicyK & 0SSy

vast numbers of johsnamely public health, welfareducation housing, conservation and
land care, renewable energy, buildings efficiency and transpacstralia habecome a

victim of state capture.

'1Yp
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Hawkish foreign policy

1 We have witnessedhe rise of a pugnacious thirst for wakvhich by and large is not the
preference of Australianand for which we are entirely itprepared

0 At the national level of our governae,there has been a rise in war mongering.

o0 Thsis of particular concern —
given the Defence N < ’ DITAT :
S i veyios & PEARLS ANDIRRITATIONS

inability to establista - Jmhﬁw ‘

procurement progranin the
last few yearghat is any
0SGGSNI GKIyYy |
wasting billions of doliars on Ukraine highlights our defence procurement
substandard equipment and 3 )
failing contracts iwhat is shambles
Y26 NBII NRSR | Mevmers
RA&3INI OS¢
0 Australia now hias apolicy i
aspirationto become one of
the ten largest weapons
exporters in the world and
has established a new entity
within the Defence
Department which
effectively acts to smooth
business transactiorsnd
profits for private sector
arms dealers, including to
countries with an extremely
poor recad in military
incursions on other statesuch as Saudi Arabia

Q Search [ Subsscribe

DEFENCE AND SECURITY, POLITICS TGP &

0 In a critical failureAustralia has downgraded itspability in diplomacgnd is now
pursuing an approach to foreign relations in which strategies for defence and diplomacy
are set to diable strategies for security, independence, sovereignty, growth in national
resilience, and peace.

0o We haveallowed the Australian Strategic Policy Institute to be funded by foreign owned
arms dealerswhich has resulted in a considerable increase inesgive, hawkish
postures Even the Australian War Memorial has become a promotional billboard for
weapons manufacturers rather than a place of reverence for those lost intigno
longer possible to assume that foreign policy in Australia is beinglajesd
independently.

0 With the establishment cAUKUSdefence and foreign relations policy is being set in
full disregard of the new geopolitical realities of the®!ZEntury in our regiorr namely
the inevitable rise of Asidt is being set on a futile and economically skefeating
course of containment of a rising power.

6{ 88 al O1 Wkrhifiethihligvitd &ur défence procurenteshambles £ t S NI & | YR LNNAGEFGA2Y &S
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https://johnmenadue.com/ukraine-highlights-our-defence-procurement-shambles/

o Inthiscontext! dza 4 NJ f A | Q&
current arrangements with the Australia is located in the Asia Pacific, not in
US as an ally aiacreasingur Europe or the Americas.
exposure as a potential target for No strategy for Australia’s security can be
aggression, given thatevhave de\le'OPEd outside this context. .
located American military, And yet, instead of pursuing our security /1 Asia
intelligence, surveillance and we are pursuing security from Asia.
command installations on our It is a foreign policy pivot destined to fail.
soil. The potential for Australia e
to become a first strike target or
a proxy target for the US is
increasing with the nevAUKUS ‘
partnership. AUKUS introduces >
the possibility that nuclear
powered submarines will be ‘ /5
based in Australia. While it is not
currently envisaged that these -
submarines will be nuctear ¢~
armed, the fact remains that
nuclear reactors will shelter in
Australia and they therefore The only prudent course is to plan on the
constitute a nucleatarget. This basis that China’s new and increasing wealth
significantly and perhaps and power are here to stay ... The more
catastrophically endangers strenuously America [with Australia] tries to
Australia. contain China, the more likely war will

o Australia is in desperate need of ENEYANRISY-Dow:ta Difend become.

: . Australia, 2019 ,,

a foreign policy and posture

review. In this regard there is a

need to involve Australians operilyprocesses for determiningnew framewok for
decisions on our strategic interests and deferRespectful engagement with

ldzA ONF £ AL ya 2y ( KsBatefidirsteleSts ahdrthelpia@pledltory | G A 2 y Qa
decision making on security issues, remains a concept that is not comprehended by key
security policy makers. Thigrtainsdespite the fact that Australians are entirely

capable of determining what is in the best interests of their nation and, within a fully

open process, are best placed to develop principles and instructions for goveroment

how decisions of national security may be made, including those decisions which

commit Australia to wars.

0 Australians have witnessedserious deterioration in our relationship with our largest
trading partner, China, a nation which isnainstay of our future prosperitgnd
security Recent surveys indicate that while the longer term trend of our attitudes
towards China has been negatig@o doubt inflamed by amChina rhetoric among
Western countrieattemptingto contain its rise anthe rise of Asig Australians
continue to support neutral postures on China. Indications are that promotion of
GRNHzya 2F ¢l N GKSYSa Aa 2dzi 2F aidSLI 6A0K |
Australians.

o0 Policy development dominated by the milijaindustrial complex is ndéking Australia
towards becoming a nation assured of enduring peace, as per the Direction for Peace
and Security iustralia Togetherlt is shifting us to become a nation assured of
enduring war.
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Secrecy and sacrifice lmiman rights

1 We are witnessing the rise of the secret
state and the demise of our human rights:

(0]

cfp

In thelasttwo decadesAustraliahas
movedcloser towards autocracy. The
authoritarianism we fear and criticise in
non-democracies such as China has beel
on the rise in Australia itself ever since
the September 11 attacks on the United
States in 2001. Those attacks ushered in
a massive overhaul afational security
legislation which has resulted in
significant loss of rights and freedoms
for Australians.

Under these legislative and other
administrative changes, we have
experienced reductions in freedom of
the press, alongside a failure to protect
democratic discourse from
misinformation, fake news and hate
speech. Attacks on the press have been
particularly fearsomeand quite effective
in dampening free speechmtimidation

of whistleblowers has also becama
particular concern.

Security legislatio has invévedthe use

of excessive secreciffectively, there is
now no mechanism by which Australians
can be advised when the government is
secretly acting contrary to the public
interest inrelation to security

Added to this is the problem that
lobbyists have free rein to enter
parliament and promote their sectional
interests without accountability. Our
democracy is near to fully hostage to
them. Lobby groups and rich individuals
are allowed to buy elections. And yet the
Coalition government attemptetb
introduce legislation in 2018 which
would restrict small donations by
householders to activist groups like
GetUp and charities like the Climate
Council. All the legislative actions of
Coalition governments since 2014 have
been aimed at capping the small
donations of the many, not the massive
donations of the few.

V=9 Australian Community Futures Planning
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of lost rights®
‘. and freedoms
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. Raids on journalists’ homes and files

. Criminalisation of public interest journalism

. Prohibition of reporting on human rights abuses
in offshore detention centres

. Vesting power in politicians instead of justice
officials to sign off on prosecutions of
journalists

. Increases in refusals of FOI applications

. Extensive delaysinthe time taken to respondto
FOI requests

. Extensive redaction of any documentsreleased
. Refusal to disclose findings of corruption
inquiries

. Tenaciousresistance to establishmentofa
national corruption watchdog

. Suppression of the public’s right to know
through serious intimidation of whistleblowers
who disclose matters that are clearly in the
publicinterest

. Lobby groups and rich individuals can buy
elections

. Attempts to introduce legislation to restrict
small donations by ordinary Australians to
activist groups and charities

. Excessive concentration of the powerful
Influence of certain lobby groups — particularly
those employing recently retired government
ministers and those associated with mining and
fossil fuels

. Lobbyist registersare not well maintained and
easily accessible

. Introduction of metadata retention laws
without sufficient safeguards to ensure the
government does not misuse the data and
breach other lawful rights of Australians

. Repeated campaigns to silence over one million
engaged citizens in GetUp

. Increased prohibitions on and penalties for
peaceful civil protest

. Repeated attacks on trade unionism

. Threats to legisiate against the rights of
Australians to boycott businesses on
environmental and ethical grounds

. Removal of the presumption of innocence until
guilt is proven for welfare recipients

. Concentration of power in one ministeron
rights to stay in Australia

. Effective withdrawal from or active violation of
human rights conventions

. Attempted subversion of the nation’s human
rights agencies

. Interference in and undermining of an
editorially independent ABC
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o0 Thereis an urgent need for a Royal Commissitin hational security legislation and its
AYLI OG 2y 1S@ &l FS3dzr NRa F2NJ ! dzadiNJ f Al Qa

o In other infringements of rights, Australians haveerienced:

A unlawfulremoval of the presumption of innocence until guilt is proven for
recipients of welfare and a foisting of the onus of proof onto those recipients
(Robodebt)

A concentration of power in one minister, rather than the courts, as to whall dfe
allowed to stay in Australia and who shall not;

A forced deportation of Indigenous Australians who have committed a crime and
served their time or who have not committed a crime and have even served in the
national forces but who may not be able toope citizenship;

A effective withdrawal from, or active violation dfuman rights conventions to
which we have been a signatory for decades (including violation of the rights of
refugees, children and Indigenous Australians in being locked up without ¢harge

A repeal of the only decent laws made by Australia in relation to refugee rights in the
21t centuryq namely the Medevac legislation which was passed by the federal
Parliament in late 2018 and repealed in late 2019

A persistent and ultimately successfutempts to amend the Migration Act to allow
detention ofrefugeesindefinitely and often in appalling conditionand

pu
..

A TGGSYLIISR adzo@SNEAZ2Y 27T (cdp&ticyaryitte2 y Q& K dzY' |

Human Rights Commissioner Gillian Triggs in retaliatiohd\.iberal National
Party government for her decision to conduct an inquiry into children in
immigration detention.

0 Australians are suffering this coordinated attack on their freedoms because we do not
have a Bill of Rights in our Constitution andnemain the onlydemocracy in the world
without a national human rights framework.

o Australians are entitled to a modern democratically built Constitution, one fit forf'a 21
century enlightened nation chartingsafecourse in an irretrievdlg globalised world.
Until they get onethey will have a democracy in name only.

Disregard of First Nations

-

1 Wehave witnessed a stinging refusal ofgmacious andespectful request from First
Nations to walk with themdin a movement of the Australian peple for a better futureg @®

o The Uluru Statement from the Heargleased to Australians in 2017, after a National
Constitutional Convention involving Indigenous peoples from all points of the southern
sky, must be regardeds a potentially defining moment for Australia. Depending on our
response to such a gracious &atent¢ one issued after more than two centuries of
suffering of First Nations under colonisation and theft of their lapdsistralians may
define themselves as decent or indecent

0 Bearing in mind the ignominious circumstances of the n&iégn 0 A Nthefhandzy R S NJ
Australiathe Uluru Statement offers the chance of starting again and moving forward
as a nation of integritgand unity.

o Progress in response to the Uluru Statement during the girliament has, however,
been disappointing

' Australian Community Futures Planning



0 With respect to efbrts to close the gap in Indigenous health and wellbgihgre has
been some progress. But Indigenous incarceration and suicide have risen and
Indigenouschildren are still being removed from their families at increasing rates

o Disappointment is more mked in relation to the issue of constitutional recognition of
First NationsOn this issue it must be said that Austdlas taken a backward stephe
debate on constitutional recognition has been moving away from consensus instead of
towards it since 207.

o Prior to 2017 there was broad creparty agreement about referendum proposals to
remove sections 25 and 51(xxvi) of the Constitution, which currently permit
discrimination on the basis of race in kmaking. But once the 2017 Uluru Statement
from the Heart called for a Voice in the Constitution to protect the rights of Indigenes,
this seemed suddenly to be a step too far for conservatinese 45" and 48
parliaments The parliamentaryoint Select Committee of 2088serted that bringing
Gl ySg St SYSyYyiIKS ¢SO x2S OS SNB/SI@I SR YdzOK (K I
GSN)Xa 2F LINRPLRalfta F2NJ O2yadAddziazylf NBO?2
Constitution did no such thing. But the stark rejection of discussion about a
constitutionally enshrined Voice ihé CeDesign Process signalled that some politicians
thought a line had been crossed. It is as though removal of the power to discriminate
against the Aboriginal race is tolerable, but giving them a positive right ef self
determination in the Constitutiofs not.

0 A positive right of selfletermination is nothing that Indigenous peoples are not already
entitled to under international conventions. It is also a right that +hodigenous
Australians would expect for themselvétowever, untilAustralians instson a new
Constitution the reality will be that no Australian has such a right.

0 The Invitation in the Uluru Statement from the Heart offers all Austrakacdisance to
define their democracy anew, so that it will endure without conflict and injustidee
invitation is yet to be graciously accepted.

—m

Maka rrata
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https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Former_Committees/Constitutional_Recognition_2018/ConstRecognition/Final_Report

What have we done that has taken us towaadsetter Australia

The answer to this seems to be that since 2000 we have done very little that has taken us to a better
Australia, and much of what weave done has been undone in the last fddzen years by the

pervasiveness of neoliberalisamd corporate corruption of our governments, both of which have
eaten away at the inner strength of our democracy and our cohesion as a community

To the extenthat we have been able to withstand government cutbaickspending and services
our own now deeply embeddeokand ofausterity¢ we have insisted on maintenance of our health
care system and the benefit is cle@his is not to say that movement in the direction of becoming a

place of optimal health and wellbeing has been sufficient and without setbacks. Setbacks have

clearly begurio occur in relation to the National Disability Insurance Scheme and they began long
ago in the privatisation of the aged care systé&nd wehabituallystymie the performance of our
health system by failing to address the social determinants of ill health

{2YS aYItf LINRPaINBaa Kla 68SSy YIRS Ay NBtlLGA2Yy G2

hard won tragically soand has not yet resulted in measured improvemaeorsvital indicators such

as equal pay and domestic violendée progress conssini K1 G 62 YSyYy Q&
to have finally made it to the top of political agendsigomen and LGBTIQ+ have found their voice.

New independent voices are rising as well in taices Omovement.

F Y R

And of course the most joyowd harmoniaisrise of voices has emerged from First Nations
peoples. Australians are rising to acknowledge our Indigenous heart. There is a groundswell of calls
for acknowledgment and resolution of the struggles of the zastthe illegal inhumane and
immoralfaults in the founding of our nation. There is also enckeof a willingness taffirm our
connection to each other ani this land and in the process make Australia anéwstralians may
not necessarily see that this is evidesay,n the detail of our reponses to surveys on our attitudes

but if we put the pieces of this report together, it indicates that there is a desire to make a new start.

Otherwise the most promising and hopeful set of results is present in

)l
1

1
T

the apparentpreparedness of Ausdtians to come together to rbuild after thepandemic
the recognition that a fully capable, energetic and competitive public sector is essential to

our health, wellbeing and future prosperignot adeadweight
our rejection of growing inequality; and

an obvious readiness to daverything necessary forevent climate change and seize the

positive economic opportunities that spill out from that fali of us.

Looking at thedatain the reportin this way, it is apparent that the positivesultsall relte to our

attitudes, rather than our physical, economic and environmental circumstafidese is a

[D. ¢LvV

recognition that we are at a turning point as a nation and longing to build a better, safer life and
home.Thisseems to be anmaergent strengthof the nation that we should not let slip away again

Australians are interested in solving our most serious probjgragticularly climate change and

inequality,to a degree that they have never been before. And for that purpose thebegning to

mobilise innew political approaches that are less ideologically dreve less slavishly devoted to
partisan groupings in politics

That emergentstrength can be capitalised oBDistrust of governments and politics has ballooned, as

only it might when corruptiomf governments is so shamelessly on open display and ideological

=
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rigidity has been so deeply embedded in the party political systeuat out of the distrushas

SYSNHSR | ySg NBIFIRAyS&aa (2 NBAYDGAI2NI (S akedzd G NI £ A
up bigger shares of power. This will require a transition from a merely representative democracy to a
participatory democracy. In turrthis will require a new Constitution¢ KS t S2 L)X SQa / 2y ada
But more on that at another time

Finally, it will require us to forsake shdaerm party political agendas in favour of long term

planning. This will require a new process for orderly engagement with each other within democracy.
That procesg National Integrated Planning & Reportingghas now been made freely available to
AustraliansThe process has helped to identify twenty critical areas of national failure that must be
solved by 2030 if we are to arrive safely in 2050 with an acceptable degree of wellbeing and security,
These twentydsues are outlined in Chapter 12 of this report. Australia hafithman capeity and

more thanenough welth to solveevery one of these twenty issues witHiae to ten yearsf we

address those 20 critical issues in an integrated way.

National IP&Rgives Australians the meansaxthieving this together. It gives them the means of
reversing the decline of their democracy and the division of our society that has been driven into it
since the early 2000s. It enables all Australians for the firs to participate in building a plan for a
future that every one of us and every one of our children can shanestralia Together

ACFP hopes that this first End of Term Report assists Australians in building a plan that will result in a
much betterErd of Term Report on our nation during the'4@arliamentg The State of Australia
2025.

CKS LI IFTOS 2F Ga9yR 2F ¢SNX¥E¢ NBLERZ2NL & Ay | dz

¢CKAA NBLR2NI Aa RSéAEI)/SR 02 Yzy)\ﬁzNJplbrdeétiﬁg\tﬂe Al Qa L
Strategies ofustralia TogetheE 2 dzNJ y I (i A 2 y,®#g tefchidimiunityi fytureS glaml G S R
reflecting the stated desires and aspirations of the Australian people

Australia Togetheh & | LIS2 LY SQa LI I y3I sihetBRebripiparedof iedielvedLINS LI N
by the government and is not binding on governments. It does, however, constitute g Voice

coherently framed, expressing Directions we might safely take to secure a better future for those

who come after us and openly offag the terms for a new social contract witbth elected leaders

and those future generations

In National IP&R, Australians can Australia’s first round of National Integrated Planning & Reporting
build, monitor and revise their 2019 to 2022
plans for the future in line with the In line with the term of office of the 46" parliament of Australia
federal election cycle. The Ol R e T wechan. 002
parliamentary term of the 48 sl
parliament of Australia is the first Stage 1 Stage 2 Stage 3
term of office in which this national T
integrated planning process has a..m../... .,‘a.‘ | | 5o ok Tarwm Report |
ever been attempted. t
F'}* “the &L:v;;lb‘dn"l:de: - _-’

For inquiries regarding National t
Integrated Planning & Reporting s m,,,,,“;l, s Assesnng Srotages
and the place of End of Term DR t t
Reports in the cycle diederal A & i i Y I
elections visit the ACEP website
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Introduction

This is the first report on the state of Australia as a nation.

It has been made possible because of the develent,
from 2020 onwardpf a draft long term integratedplan for
the nation and the country itseltovering the period from
2020 to 2050That plan is calledustralia Together

Australia Togetheis a plan beingouilt progressively by
Australians for Australiansvithin a live fully openplanning
space and witlthe assistance of Australian Community
Futures Planning (ACFR) thislive, open spaceAustralians
cancontinuouslyparticipate without partisan political
interference,in anorganised framework tshape our

future as we would prefer it to be in our democracy. It is
wherewe the peoplecan constantly casiderand establish

1 what we want to become as a nation, = o Aplan by Australians
1 what we want to leave for future generations, and EEEEE=s 7::;',fv°f 8 b&?‘?" future:
1 how wecan travel to that preferred future safely, —BE =SSR Ll

fairly and with as little pain as possible.

For information on how to become involved in buildigstralia Togethervisit theACFEP website
Participation is open to each and every Australian.

This End of Term Reypt is the first report on progress with
AustraliaTogether It:

1. assembles data across more thaB0dndicatodd 2 F (G KS KSIbaek 2 F ! dza i NI

environment, economyandgovernance providing Australians wittiheir first
comprehensive and coherent picture of the current state of our nation; and

2. LINPGARSE ljdzr yGAGrGABS FYR ljdzd t AGIFGABS RIEGE

the Vision and Targets @lustralia Togetherour first national plan for a better futurey
2050.

The Report covers how well we have travelled as a nation during the term of48 parliament
of Australia and, where data are available, over the longer term of the l&st to twenty years It
is a report on ug; our cohesion as nation, ourustodianship of the environment, our economic
resilience, our participation in democragyand our preparedness for the future

On balancethis End of Term Repoghows that as a nation
we the people of Australiaare moving away from, not
towards, the futureof wellbeing and security thatve have
aspired to.
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Australia Together a map of the safe paths tobetter future

Australia Togetheis no ordinary plan. It ian integratedmap of the safeoutes to aparticular
destination in the future, a destination of acceptable wellbeing and security.

The destinatiorof the draft planis describedy showing the best versiothat Australianshave been
able toimaginein the early 2020sf the , environment, economyandgovernancewe would
like to be living in by 2050 or soonérhe plan alsghows what our nation and our country will
become along the way if we approachatiparticulardestination via the safe routes of the map.

The preferred destination hdseen described in the plan as a dr&fsion forAustralia Together

This draft Vision has been assembled basedomments made by Australians about their preferred
future on the occasiongiey have been asked aboailiat in the 21st centuryClick here for rare
information on where thelraft Vision forAustralia Togethecomes from

The draft Vision foAustralia Togetheils made up of:

1 17draft statements about thesort oflife we wish to be able to leaahd the country we
wish to live in by2050, as shown on the following pageand

9 57draft Directionstatementsof the safe routes toward tit Vision including Directions for
our , environment, economyandgovernance

The 57 Direction statementsithin the The ViSi.Oﬂ fOf Mw&a ﬁgﬂ’wﬁ

Vision forAustralia Togethefunction as
signposts of the safe routes of travel includes 57 Direction statements.
toward the preferred futurevellbeing and
securitydescribed in the Visigrand they
indicate whatAustralia will becomgin
characteras a nationby moving in those
Directions

In Australia Togetherthese Directions of
travel are:

1

9 environmentally sustainable
9 economically fair and resilient

and
9 democratically open and ethical These function as signposts
The full wording of the 57 draft Directions of safe routes to the future.

isset out in Chapter 3 ofustralia
Together or at https://www.austcfp.com.au/visiormnd-directionsof-australiatogether

This End of Term Report is structured to
NEBLR2 NI 2y ! dzAGNI € AL The starting draft ofAustralia Togethetis being
alongthe Directonsin the starting draft of publicly released in stages.
Australia Togetherto the extent that data Clickherefor full access to all issues of the
are available. starting draft of Australia Together
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https://www.austcfp.com.au/post/where-did-the-vision-for-australia-together-come-from
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